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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Where Are the 


Tears? 


By Rev. C. L. Wessman, Pastor 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Duluth, Minnesota 


“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.’”’—Psa. 126:5. 

I want to speak to you tonight about something that 
bothers me a great deal. This matter is something that is 
mentioned often in Scripture. A thing that we should expect 
to find often in the church of Jesus Christ. A thing that has 
been found in the church when the church has gone forward. 
A thing that I believe always has been found in great revivals. 
A thing that had a great place in the life of Jesus Christ. 
You find it in the life of Paul. This thing seemed to be one of 


the outstanding characteristics of Timothy, of Jeremiah, of 
Isaiah, of David, and of others. 


is this: I 7 


What disturbs me 
see so little of it among the people 
of God today. The thing I am 
speaking of is tears. 


I realize that many of. you are 


right now turning against my top- ee 


ic. But wait just-a minute. I am 
not speaking of sentimental tears; 
I am speaking of tears of concern. 
I am not speaking of “crocodile 


tears’; I am speaking of the tears | # 

of Jesus—sincere tears. I am not |? 
speaking of tears of weakness; I}: 
am speaking of tears that flow |: 
from the eyes of strong men when | © 
they are moved for great causes. I | : 
am speaking of the tears of David, | 
Jeremiah, Isaiah, Paul, Timothy, | @ 
yea, of the Lord Jesus Christ. |{ 
Strong men, men who tower above 


us all. 


I am not a traveler. #here are 
more states in the Union that I 
have not been in than I have been 
in. I have never crossed an ocean. 
I am not an unusual “convention 
goer.” But I suppose my travel- 
ling and contacts are about the 
average of pastors. I suppose my 
reading is about average. And yet, 
as I think back over a span now 
of soon twenty years in the min- 
istry, I cannot remember of a 
single conference, convention, e- 
vangelistic meeting where either 
by my own attendance or reading 
the reports that tears had any 
pre-eminence. As far as I can re- 
member, they have been conspicu- 
ous by their absence. 

Oh, I have seen tears in the eyes 
of men when they have been given 
some unexpected recognition. I 
have seen sentimental tears as 
men have related their physical 
sufferings. I have seen tears caus- 
ed by nervousness. But I do not 
remember seeing tears of com- 
passion for ‘the lost, except on rare 
occasions; and I could add, not 
very many tears for personal sins 
and short comings. 


We’re a dry-eyed church in a 


Hell-bound world! 

I have heard a few of the out- 
standing men of our land speak. 
Some of them very gifted men. 
Some very learned. Some very 
humorous. Most of them very in- 
teresting, good men. But so few, 
men of tears of compassion! 

I have attended conferences and 
conventions where there has been, 
I suppose, every thing good, but 
tears of compassion. | 

I attend ministers’ meetings 
when I can. But the order of the 
day generally is programs or argu- 
ments. Only once or twice in twen- 
ty years can I remember tears for 
a lost world! 

I attend Youth Rallies where 
the talent is the best. The speak- 
ers are the finest. But jokes, hand 
clapping, and “fussing” are more 
in place than tears. 

Today, it seems to be a great 
deal more popular among the 
brethren to tour over the world 
than to weep over it. 

But the thing that pains me 
most is—I step into my own study; 


I watch the one who sits at my 


Bea oe SCR SO 


ree 
Wee ex 
a 


ee ee SSSR eZee eee eee es eee = | leila 


BULLETIN 
Concerning August Sale. . . 


We have over $100,000 worth 
of new, popular, life-changing 
Christian books on hand (valued 
at cost). We want, to sell them. 
Particularly in mid-summer we 
want to keep our big organiza- 
tion busy. That makes August a 


} 
} 


| 


good time for a big sale. Hence 


everything published by Sword of 
the Lord is available during Au- 
gust at twenty per cent discount 
from the retail price. This is the 
last week of the sale. We hope 
you will save money by buying as 
many of your book needs as pos- 
sible at these greatly reduced 
prices. Note books advertised in 
this issue and former issues. To get 
these August sale prices, mail 


wen | your order before midnight, Au- 
ee \cust 31. 


THE 


eiror’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


So many kind letters come from 
friends who want to know where 
I speak, want to know about my 
family and other items of person- 
al information that I like to ad- 
dress these Editor’s Notes to such 
friends and chat with them about 


=: | the work. Thank you—all of you 


Rev. C. L. Wessman 


desk day after day; I watch him 
as he kneels to pray; I watch him 
as he prepares his sermons; I 
watch him as he goes out to visit 
the sick, sorrowing, and lost; and I 
must admit with bitter pain and 
sorrow, I see so few tears of con- 
cern for the lost. So few tears for 
the lost ones in dark Africa, China, 
India, South America. So few tears 
for the lost ones in his community. 


(Continued on page 6) 


+ | —for your fine letters. 


The Trip to Texas 


Last Friday, August 3, we left 
Wheaton, Illinois, as scheduled, to 
drive by way of three stops, to 
the Sword Conference on Revival 
and Soul Winning at Latham 
Springs Baptist Encampment 
Ground, near Aquilla, Texas. The 
stops included Treece, Kansas, 
where my son-in-law, Charles An- 
drew Himes, is pastor of the small 
Baptist church. It was so good to 
see him, and our daughter, Mary 
Lloys, and the three grandchildren. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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SAVED 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D. 


“And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Phari- 
see, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that 
I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift 
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.’—Luke 


18 :9-14. 


When Jesus preached and 
taught among men on earth, He 
found that there were many 
“which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised 


others.” To them. He. spoke. this| 


parable. If He preached in Ameri- 
ca today He would need to preach 
(Continued on page 5) 


Mending 


the Bible 


By the late T. DeWitt Talmage, D.D. 


“Tf any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city... .’—Rev. 22:19. 


You see it is a very risky business, this changing of the 


Holy Scriptures. 


A pulpit in New York has recently set forth the idea 
that the Scriptures ought to be expurgated, that portions of 
them are unfit to be read, and the inspiration of much of the 
Bible has been denied. Among other striking statements are 


these: 


The book of Genesis is a tradi- 
tion of creation, a successive lay- 
er of traditions thought out cen- 
turies before. Moses’ mistakes 
about creation were the mistakes 
of his age. That there are many 
systems of theology in the New 
Testament. That Paul had all the 
notions of the rabbinical schools 
of his time. That Job winds up 
his epilogue in genuine fairy-tale 
style. That Revelation is a long 
array of misshapen progeny in the 
apocalyptic writings, tracing them- 
selves back to Daniel. That Revela- 
tion comes to a madman, or leaves 
him mad. That what he calls the a- 
bominable lewdness of some things 
in the Old Testament is not fit to 
be read. That it is an abominable 
misuse of the Bible to suppose 
the prophecies really foretell fu- 
ture events. That. the book of 
Daniel is not in the right place. 
That Solomon’s Songs are not in 
the right place, and he seems to 
applaud the idea of someone who 
Said that the book of Solomon’s 
Songs ought not to be in anyone’s 
hands under thirty years of age. 
He intimates that he does not be- 
lieve that Samson slew a thousand 
men with the jawbone of an ass. 
That the whole Bible has been im- 
properly chopped up into chapters 
and verses. 

He does not believe the begin- 
ning of the Bible, and he does not 
believe the close of it, nor any- 
thing between as fully inspired of 
God, and he thinks the Book ought 
to be expurgated, and there are 
those who re-echo the same sen- 
timent. 

Now, I believe in the largest 
liberty of discussion, and there are 
halls, and opera houses, and acad- 
emies of music, where the Bible 
and Christianity may be assaulted 
without interruption; but when a 
minister of the gospel surrenders 
the faith of any denomination, his 
first plain, honest duty, is to get 
out of it. What would you think 
of the clerk in a dry-goods store, 
or a factory, or a banking-house, 
who should go to criticizing the 
books of the firm, and denounc- 
ing the behavior of the firm, still 
taking the salary of that firm and 
the support of that firm, and do- 
ing all his denunciation of the 


books of the firm under its cover? 
Certainly, a minister of the gos- 
| pel ought to be as honest with his 
| denomination as a dry-goods clerk 
'is honest with his employers. 

The heinousness of finding fault 
with the Bible at this time by a 
Christian minister is most evident. 
In our day the Bible is assailed 
by scurrility, by misrepresentation, 
by infidel scientist, by all the vice 
of earth and all the venom of per- 
dition, and at this particular time 
ministers of religion fall into line 
of criticism of the Word of God. 
Why, it makes me think of a ship 
in a September equinox, the waves 
dashing to the top of the smoke- 
stack, and the hatches fastened 
down and many prophesying the 
foundering of the steamer, and 
at that time some of the crew 
with axes and saws go down into 
the hold of the ship, and try to 
saw off some of the planks and 
pry cut some of the timbers be- 
cause the timber did not come 
from the right forest! It does not 
seem to me commendable business 
for the crew to be helping the 
winds and storms outside with 
their axes and saws inside. 

Now, this old gospel ship, what 
with the roaring of earth and Hell 
around the stem and stern, -and 


(Continued on page 2) ~ 


Dr. T. DeWitt Taimage 


This precious book 


And they that seek 


Than all the golden gems 

That e’er in monarchs’ coffers shone, 
Or on their diadems. 

And were the seas one chrysolite, 
This earth a golden ball, 

And gems were all the stars of night, 
This book were worth them all. ) 


Ah, no, the soul ne’er found relief : 
In glittering hoards of wealth; 

Gems dazzle not the eye of grief; 
God can not purchase health. — 

But here a blessed balm appears 
For every human woe, 


| Their tears shall cease to flow. 
(From Quit Your Meanness, book by Sam Jones.) 


I'd rather own 


that book in tears— 


anon cedar, 


» » « | HAVE BEEN DEAF since boyhood, un- 
happy until I found Christ. Now I am anxious 
that other deat, mute folks find Him thru litera- 
ture I send, Many Christians have sent names 
or gifts for the work. Please help with your 
prayers, aid, and names and addresses of 
deat.*’ Julius K. Hoffmann, Address, Dept.SL 
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WHEN 


ITS GOOD TO BE UP A TREE 


Another original Christian cartoon by Charles L. Ramsay, Sworp 
OF THE LORD cartoonist. Ramsay’s 101 Christian Cartoons, with helpful 


comments, is now available. Sent postpaid $1 a copy. 


Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Sword of the 


Mending the Bible 


(Continued from page 1) 
mutiny on deck, is having a very 
rough voyage, but I. have noticed 
that not one of the timbers has 
started, and the Captain says He 
will see it through. And I have 
moticed that keelson and counter- 
timber knee are built out of Leb- 
and she is going to 
the gale, but no credit 
who make mutiny on 


weather 
to those 
deck, 
When I see ministers of religion 
in this particular day finding fault 
with the Scriptures, it makes me 
think of a fortress terrifically 
bombarded, and the men on the 
ramparts, instead of swabbing out 
and loading the guns and helping 
fetch up the ammunition from the 
magazine, are trying with crow- 
bars to pry out from the wall cer- 
tain blocks of stone, because they 
did not come from the right quar- 
ry. Oh, men on the ramparts, bet- 
ter fight back and fight down the 
common enemy, instead of try- 
ing to make breaches in the wall. 
While I oppose this expurgation 
of the Scriptures, I shall give you 
my reasons for such. opposition. 
“What!” say some of the theolog- 


“Please help me 


reach the deaf 
for Christ’... 


Gospel Witness =: ue Deal, tne. 
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ical evolutionists, whose brains 
have been addled by too long 
brooding over them by Darwin and 
Spencer, “you don’t now really 
believe all the story of the garden 
of Eden, do you?’”’ Yes, as much as 
I believe all the roses that were in 
my garden last summer. “But,” 
say they, “you don’t really believe 
that the sun and moon = stood 

still?” Yes, and if I had strength 
enough to create a sun and moon 
I could make them stand still, or 
cause the refraction of the sun’s 
rays so it would appear to stand 
still. “But,” they say, “you don’t 
really’ believe that the whale swal- 
lowed Jonah?” Yes, and if I were 
strong enough to make a whale I 
could have made very easy ingress 
for the refractory prophet, leaving 
to evolution to eject him, if he 
were an unworthy tenant. “But,” 
say they, “you don’t really believe 
that the water was turned into 
wine?” Yes, just as easily as water 
now is often turned into wine with 
a mixture of strychnine and log- 
wood! “But,” say they, “you don’t 
really believe that Samson slew 
a thousand with the jaw-bone of 
an ass?’’ Yes, as I think that the 
man who in this day assaults the 


Bible is wielding the same weapon! 


There isnothing in the Bible 
that staggers me. There are many 
things I do not understand, I do 
not pretend to understand, never 
Shall in this world understand. But 
that would be a very poor God 
who could be fully understood by 
the human. That would be a very 
small Infinite that can be measur- 
ed by the finite. You must not ex- 
pect to weigh the thunderbolts of 
Omnipotence in an apothecary’s 
balances. Starting with the idea 
that Ged can do anything, and 


Introductory remarks by 
Dr. Jones, before his ser- 
mon on ‘“‘Lot, the Compro- 
miser”’ 


I want to say two or three 
practical things to you. First, 
it is a great joy to be on any 
platform where my friend, Dr. 
John Rice, directs, because I 
know him and know his min- 
istry. I do not know any man 

' in America who is doing as 
much with as little noise as 
Dr. Rice is making. Dr. Rice is 
an individualist, doing ‘the most 
unique work of anybody I 
know. As I said this afternoon, 
it is one thing to ride a wave; 
it is another thing to start the 
wave to moving. Dr. Rice is 
not only a great evangelist in 
his own right, being used of 
God in campaigns, but he is 
promoting evangelism as prob- 
ably no other individual in this 
country is doing, and has been 
doing for years. He just keeps 
on driving. He has a tenacious 
purpose, he never gives up, he 
keeps driving. And this SWORD 
OF THE LORD—everybody in 
this country ought to read it. I 
do not know any periodical that 
is doing more good than that 
periodical. You know, thousands 
of preachers read that paper 
every week. Every week it 
carries two great sermons along 
the soul-winning line. We re- 
quire all the twelve hundred 
preacher boys in Bob Jones 
University to read that paper 
as a part of their weekly work. 
They read those sermons and 
review them because they are 
well selected. It is a wonderful 
paper and you ought to take it. 
If you do not get it; you ought 
to get it, you ought to see that 
your pastor gets it. I wanted to 
say that. I have no selfish, per- 
sonal interest in the matter, 
but I am interested in the evan- 
gelistic welfare of this country. 

In the audience tonight is 
my good friend, Dr. Forrest, 
president of Toccoa Falls In- 
stitute here. I think he will be 
seventy in a day or two. He 
looks better than I have seen 
him in a long time. You know, 
I sometimes wonder about 
people. Men are farsighted. 
People studied astronomy be- 
fore they understood the cir- 
culation of blood. Sometimes I 
wonder if we do not forget the 
great benefactors in our home 
community. Everybody around 
here loves Dr. Forrest, but I 
wonder if the people in Toccoa 
really properly evaluate him. 
Usually they do not properly 
evaluate the ministry and influ- 
ence of their distinguishel 
citizens. He has been pastor of 
the Presbyterian church here 
for years, the founder of this 


great school which God has used 
and the school toward which 
Bob Jones University has the 
sweetest and most sympathetic 
attitude. We thank God for it. 
I thank God for the great, good 
men in this country, men with 
original ideas, men who are pro- 
gressive, yet at the same time 
conservative in their religious 
outlook. Dr. Forrest has made 
and is still making a great 
contribution to this country. 
May God bless him and may 
God keep on honoring him. I 
know He will. 

I remember when I started 
Bob Jones College years ago. 
One day I walked down across 
the campus. I knew nothing 
about education. I tell our stu- 
dents that you can borrow a 
brain; you don’t have to have 
much sense. All the sense they 
need is to know how little sense 
they have and enough sense to 
find somebody with some sense 
and get some sense. So I bor- 
rowed all the brains when I 
started the school. Dr. Munhall, 
that famous old preacher, one 
of the greatest men who ever 
lived, laid his hand on my 
shoulder and said something to 
me that 1 never shall forget. 
He called me Robert. “Robert, 
I believe that you’ve got some- 
thing in Bob Jones’ College 
(which it was then). I believe 
you’ve * got an idea, a_ slaat 
that’s going to do great good 
in this country.” Then he looked 
at me and said, “Now I want 
to quote a verse of Scripture 


to you. Jesus said, ‘He that 
honoreth me, him will my 
Father honor.’ If you’ will 


honor Jesus Christ, He’s going 
to honor this school and honor 
the testimony.” And I want to 
tell you, that never has failed. 
There is a tendency in this 
country to shove Jesus Christ 
around. It is refreshing to meet 
a man who never does it, a 
man who exalts Jesus Christ 
wherever he is, whatever may 
ibe the circumstances. 

I spoke at a Rotary Club not 
long ago. I try to be a gentle- 
man, I try to adapt myself to 
circumstances. We tell our stu- 
dents it is not compromise to 
go as far as you can on the 
right road with somebody. It is 
not compromise to take a man 
as far as you can on the right 
road. Compromise is taking him 
any distance on the wrong 
road. I cannot always go as far 
at a Rotary Club as I would 
like to go in a camp meeting. 
I do not call mourners and such | 
as that. You cannot very well 
do that. I try to be a gentle- 
man. When I get in a high 
school somewhere in some 
section of America (I believe in 
separation of church and state) 
I do not try in a high school 


to set up a mourners’ bench 
because I believe in being fair 
and square and American. You 
have to be a gentleman.. But I 
want to tell you something. I 
said to this Rotary Club, 
“Gentlemen, I'm going as far 
as I can today in my line with- 
out offending anybody. I’m «a 
preacher of ‘the gospel.” 

I like the man who. goes 
around and stands for what he 
stands for. That’s the reason 
I am stuck on Dr. Rice and 
men such as Dr. Forrest, who 
stand for what they stand for 
without apology, yet at the 
same time they are = always 
gentlemen. May God bless them, 
Now you folks around Toccoa 
here, I am taking a little min- 
ute to say this on the air. 
You have right here at your 
door as great a Bible confer- 
ence as you can find in Amer- 
ica. I hope you folks appreciate 
this Sword of the Lord con- 
ference. You ought to be here 
every night. You folks sitting 
there at home around a radio 
ought to be here. You ought 
not to miss the conference to- 
morrow morning; tomorrow 
night. You ought to be 
here Sunday. It is a won- 
derful asset to a commun- 
ity like this. It is a 
great blessing. You do not stop 
to realize what it means to 
have these people here from all 
over the country. They take the 
story of this school back with 


them. I see my friend, Dr. 
Wright, in the audience. 
Our good friend, Brother 
Wright is a member of our 


board of trustees back there. 
One of God’s good men. He 
had a great ministry in Rome, 
Georgia; is up at Athens now. 
He’s here. People are here at 
this conference from all over 
this country, from twenty states 
or more. That means something 
to a community. You couldn’t 
buy this kind of publicity in 
advertising, even in a cold 
business way. It is worth some- 
thing. This is the greatest as- 
set you ever had. 

Did you know the real value 
in this world is not what you 
can se? it is what you cannot 
see? If there was no honor in 
this country, it would not be 
worth living in. If you couldn’t 
trust people, you wouldn’t want 
to live with them. You know, 
the greatest value is the un- 
seen value and we forget that. 
And it is this sort of thing you 
are having here now and the 
ministry of this school like Dr. 
Forrest has and like Bob Jones 
University and these other 
schools, the type ministry that 
gives vitality and life to this 
country and makes things real- 
ly valuable. May God bless us 
and keep us faithful. 

Now to my text. 


that He was present at the begin- 
ning, and that He is present now, 
there is nothing in the Holy Scrip- 
tures to arouse skepticism in my 
heart. Here I stand, a fossil of 


formation, fallen off the shelf of an 
antiquarian, a man in the latter 
part of the glorious nineteenth 
century, believing in a _ whole 
Bible, from lid to lid! 


I am opposed to the expurga- 


place, because the Bible in its pre- 
sent shape has been so miraculous- 
ly preserved. Fifteen hundred 
years after Herodotus wrote his 
history, there was only one manu- 
script copy of it. Twelve hundred 
years after Plato wrote his book, 
there was only one manuscript 
copy of it. God was so careful to 
have us have the Bible in just the 
right shape, that we have fifty 
manuscript copies of the New 
Testament, a thousand years old, 
and many of them fifteen hundred 
years old. This Book, handed down 
from the time of Christ; or just 
after the time of Christ, by the 
hand of such men as Origen, in 
the second century, and Tertullian, 
in the third century—men of dif- 
ferent ages who died for their 
principles. The three best copies of 
the New Testament in manuscript 
in the possession of three great 
churehes—the Protestant ‘Church 
of England, the Greek Church of 
Sit. Petersburg, and the Romish 
Church of Italy. 


It is a plain matter of history: 


the ages, dug up from the tertiary: 


that Tischendorf went to a con- 
vent in the peninsula of Sinai, and 
was by ropes lifted over the wall 
into the cagnvent, that being the 
only mode of admission, and that 
he saw there in the wastebasket 
for kinding/o the fires, a manu- 
script of Ahe Holy Scriptures. 
That night he copied many of the 
passages of that Bible, but it was 
not until fifteen years had passed 
of earnest entreaty and prayer, 


tion of the Scriptures in the first; @nd coaxing, and purchase on his 


part that that copy of the Holy 
Scriptures was put into the hands 
of the Emperor of Russia—that 
one copy so marvelously protected. 


Do you not know that the cat- 
alog of the books of the Old and 
New Testaments, as we have it, is 
the same catolog that has been 
coming on down through the ages? 
Thirty-nine books of the Old Test- 
ament thousands of years ago. 
Thirty-nine now. ‘Twenty-seven 
books of the New Testament, six- 
teen hundred years ago. Twenty- 
seven books of the New Testament 
now. Marcion, for wickedness, was 
turned out of the Church in the 
second century, and in his assault 
on the Bible and Christianity, he 
incidentally gives a catalog of the 
books of the Bible—that catalog 
corresponding exactly with ours— 
testimony given by the enemy of 
the Bible, and the enemy of Chris- 
tianity. The catalog now, just like 
the catalog then. Assaulted and 
spit on, and torn to pieces and 
burned, yet adhering. The book to- 
day, in three hundred languages, 
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confronting four-fifths of the hu- 
man race in their own tongue. 
Three hundred million copies of it 
in existence. Does not that look 
as if this Book had been divinely 
protected, as if God had guarded 
it all through the centuries? 


Not only have all the attempts. 
to detract from the Book failed, 
but all the attempts to add to it. 
Many attempts were made to add 
the apocryphal books to the Old 
Testament. The Council of Trent, 
the Synod of Jerusaiem, the bish- 
ops of Hippo, all decided that the 
apocryphal books must be added 
to the Old Testament. ““‘They must 
stay in,” said those learned men, 
but they stayed out. There is not 
an intelligent Christian man that 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


LOT, THE COMPROMISER 


By Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 
Founder, Bob Jones University, Greenville, S. C. 


(Preached at Sword Conference on Revival and Soul Winning, 


Lake Louise, 


Toccoa, Georgia, July 14, 1951. Mechanically recorded for the SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


“And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and 


Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up 


to meet them; and he. bowed 


himself with his face toward 


the ground; And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, 
I pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, 
and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your 
ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street 
all night. And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turn- 


ed in unto him, and entered 


into his house; and he made 


them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did 
eat. But beforethey lay down, the men of the city, even the 
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and 
young, all the people from every quarter: And they called 
unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which 
came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that 
we may know them. And Lét went out at the door unto 
them, and shut the door after him, And said, I pray you, 
brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold now, I have two daugh- 
ters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring 
them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your 
eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came 
they under the shadow of my roof. And they said, Stand 
back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to so- 
journ, and he will needs.be a judge: now will we deal worse 
with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the 
man, even Lot, and came near to break the door. But the 
men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to 
them, and shut to the door. And they smote the men that 


were at the door of the house 
great: so that they wearied 
—Gen. 19:1-11. 


with blindness, both small and 
themselves to find the door.” 


I have read from the nineteenth chapter of the book of 


Genesis. 


These angelic messengers went to Lot and said, ‘We’re 
going to destroy this city; that is what we are sent here. to 
do.’ Yet a little later they said, ‘Lot, you will have to get 


out of this city before we can 


destroy it. We came to destroy 


it but we can’t until you get out.’ 


Two angelic travelers went from 
Abraham’s tent to the house of 
Lot, in Sodom. They were divineiy 
sent on a solemn errand. They 
reached the gate of the wicked 
city and Lot received them in his 
usual manner, inviting them to 
spend the night in his home. At 
first they refused his hospitality, 
preferring to abide in the street. 
Lot pressed his invitation; at last 
they consented to go. That night 
in, Lot’s home circle they broke 
some sad, sad news that goes 
something like this: “The city of 
Sodom is going to be destroyed. 
We've been over yonder talking to 
your Uncle Abraham. We have 
come to tell you to get your family 
together and leave. If you stay 
here, you will perish in the city.’ 


Lot made haste to warn his 
sons-in-law and his daughters, yet 
next morning he was so loathe 
to leave the doomed city that the 
angels actually had to put their 
hands on him and pull him out 
of the fire. But that is not what I 
want to talk about tonight. 


In all literature there has never 
been any depravity more terrible 
than the depravity depicted by the 
pen of inspiration in this Scripture 
here. You have never read ‘any- 
thing in Shakespeare like it. You 
have never read anything in his- 
tory like it. Here is a city of 
degeneracy, a city of perversity, 
a city of moral looseness, a city 
of awful depravity—the city in 
which Lot lived. 


Abraham’s Prayers Protected 
Lot 


Lot was a good man; I think 
Lot meant weil. I am sure of one 
thing—he had a good uncle. Abra- 
ham talked with God and was 
God’s friend. And personally I 
don’t think Lot deserves anything. 
The more I think about Lot, the 
more I magnify the grace of God. 
I don’t think Lot deserved any- 
thing. In the first place, I think 
Lot was one of the weakest 
characters in all the world. I 
have never heard about and I don't 
think I ever knew of anyone more 
weak than’ he was, under the cir- 
cumstances. He had had good sur- 
roundings. He had had Abraham 
to help him. He had had good in- 
fluences about him. He ought to 
have been a great man. I said in 
a recent sermon on these other 
verses I quoted that I think, after 
those angelic travelers left Abra- 
ham over there in the wilderness, 


‘after they started on over there, 


Abraham and God carried on 4 


Qununnen 


conversation. Abraham must have 
said, ‘God, I have asked you not 
to destroy Sodom if You can find 
ten righteous people, but I want 
to ask You something else, God. 
If You do destroy Sodom, I don’t 


want you to let Lot be destroyed.’ 
And I don’t think Lot got out of| 


Sodom because he deserved it. I 
think that he got out of Sodom 
because of the prayers of his old 
uncle. You know, Abraham was 
God’s friend. 


There is many a fellow ow of 
Hell tonight who deserves Heil. 
The only reason he isn’t in Hell 
is because the hand of préyer 
holds back the hand of judgment. 
Many a young fellow in this 
country would have been in He?] 
long ago but the hand of some 
mother’s prayer holds back the 
hand of God and God says, “I will 
wait a little while. Ill give him a 
chance.” Maybe someone is listen- 
ing tonight who would have been 
in Hell long ago had it not been 
for some mother who prayed for 
you. I have met many a fellow 
who said, “I would have gone to 


Hell, but my mother’s — prayer 
wouldn’t let me. My mother’s 


prayers just stood between me 
and Hell and kept-me from going 
there.” 


The Natural Depravity of the 
Human Heart 


But I want you to notice this. 
That night in Lot’s home there in 
Sodom he was talking to these 
heavenly guests, discussing the 
destruction that was coming, 
getting ready to warn his sons- 
in-law and warn his daughters 
about the destruction.. We find 
here one of the most terrible 
and awful pictures in all litera- 
ture. Somebody knocked at his 
door and said, ‘We’re going to have 
these guests.’ Now this was per- 
versity and degeneracy and moral 
looseness manifesting itself. You 
take the reins off the flesh and 
turn it loose; you take the bridle 
off the head of human depravity 
and turn him loose—there isn't 
anything on God Almighty’s earth 
that any man couldn’t do unre- 
strained by divine grace. There 
has never been any sin that morta! 
man committed that you couldn’t 
commit tonight if you were not 
restrained by some influence of 
grace. Somebody says, “Look what 
he does!” Yes, but you could do 
what he does, and something 
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worse perhaps. Men usually com- 
mit the sins they are tempted to 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 


commit. They yield along the lines 
where they are tempted. One man 
is tempted by pride, another man 
by alcohol, another man by lust, 
another man by something else. 
You just take the reins off and 
turn yourself loose. 

All this philosophy in_ this 
country we have about living your 
own life! Talk about coming to 
Bob Jones University, and up and 
down this country even = fund- 
amentalists and evangelical Chris- 
tians will say, ““We don’t want any 
discipline. We believe in letting 
grace reign!’’ Listen to me, I have 
never heard young folks talk like 
that who didn’t want to raise the 
devil. That is the language of men 
who want to live as they please. 
They say, “I wouldn’t want to z0 


| to Bob Jones University. They’re 


too strict. The discipline is too 
strict. I want to live my own life. 
I want to be trusted.” : 
Let me tell you something. I 
have always been afraid to trust 
myself. When you deliberately ex- 
pose yourself to temptation, you 
will wake up in Hell. You take the 
young people of this nation who 
are going out day after day and 
night after night, turning them- 
selves loose, seeing how near they 
can get to Hell and not get burn- 
ed—they are going to Hell! 
Young people in this country 
have always been pretty close to 
me. They have never run from 
me. It doesn’t matter if you do 
get old. Your head may get gray 
and the fingers of time may pinch 
wrinkles in your face, but I have 
learned from experience that your 
heart.can stay young. My boys and 
girls in Bob Jones University don't 
run from me. You and I may grow 
old; we may get trembly at the 
knee and feeble, but if we have 
an understanding heart, young 
folks won’t run from us. I have 
had them come to me’ time and 
again at Bob Jones University 
and say, “Dr. Bob, I got here at 
the right time. I was about ready 
to go to Hell when I came here.” 
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Some of them come from the best 
homes in this country. We turn 
folks loose in America and say, 
“We're going to trust them to do 
as they please.” But that is not 
what the Bible says. The Bible 
says, “Have no confidence in the 
flesh” (Phil. 3:3). Have no con- 
fidence in the flesh! If you do, 
you will go to Hell! 

Talk about depravity. Here is 
Lot: well-reared; he had a good 
family, a good old uncle. His 
uncle, Abraham, represented God 
Almighty in the land whence he 
came. A man who had an uncle 
who walked with God and talked 
with God, was God’s friend, chosen 
by Almighty God to father a race, 
here he is in Sodom. What hap- 
pened there? Some men are about 
to get in his house and Lot Says, 
“Don’t come in here and disturb 
my guests. I don’t want you io 
disturb my guests. If you won't 
disturb my guests, I'll turn my 
daughters over to you and let 
them go to Hell with you. I'l 
give you my daughters if you 
won't disturb my guests!” 


Don’t Follow Customs; Stand 
Up for God’s Standard 


Now there was a custom in that 
country, sort of a code of honor, 
that a man under your own roof 
had to be protected, regardless. 
If I am the host and he is my 
guest, I am supposed to take care 
of him. It doesn’t matter what the 
circumstances may be—he is my 
guest. It was an established cus- 
tom. There was no special reason 
for it as far as I know, except a 
human custom established. 


So these messengers were in 
Lot’s home. Lot had accepted a 
custom that had dominated him 
to such an extent that he was 
willing to give up the honor, vir- 
tue and purity of his daughters to 
maintain a custom! 


That is exactly what this 
country 1s doing now. Church 
members in this country are say- 
ing, “Well, everybody’s doing 
this!” In the first place, that is 
a lie. There are still decent folks 
left in this country. This. other 
gang makes a big noise. Like an 
old fellow one time who said, “I’m 
going to drain that old pond out 
yonder and sell those frogs and 
get rich.” He went out and drain- 
ed the pond, but there weren’t but 
two frogs in it. He said, “You 
know, they are making so much 
noise I thought the pond was full 
of frogs!” 

There is a worldly, loud, godless 
crowd in this country, and some- 
times we think, because of their 
conduct, everybody is going to 
Hell. God’s people have always 
been in the minority. God never 
did have many folks comparative- 
ly. But in every community there 
are girls left who will not bow to 
a false god and sell out to a 
custom that accepts everything 
that comes along. There are still 
a few Christian fathers and 
mothers left who want to protect 
their children. There are still a 
few preachers who will not bow 
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down to customs that are not right 
—men like John Rice and some 
others I know. They will not sur- 
render. 

Can you get a picture of a man 
so dominated by an established 
custom, a sort of humanly-accept- 
ed code of honor, that the pro- 
tection of his guests was worth 
more than the protection, integrity 
and purity of his own daughters? 
But you know, that same sort of 
thing is going on in this country. 
I know thousands and thousands 
of mothers whom I have met in 
my lifetime who take the bridle 
off the home—discipline and 
everything else—and turn their 
children loose, let their girls go 
unchaperoned, unprotected—turn- 
ed loose to go everywhere. 

While I am standing here to- 
night there are parked on the 
roadsides of this country, up and 
down highways everywhere this 
night, cigarette-smoking _ girls. 
“Everybody else,’ they say, “does 
it; why not us?” Cocktail-drinking 
women! Mothers say, “I trust my 
daughter, I trust my daughter!” 


I was holding a revival some- 
time ago and a girl told me how 
she had been in sin and shame, 
away from God; how she had sold 
out her soul to the lustly, fleshly 
temptation of life. How she sobbed 
out her heart as she pulled skele- 
tons out. of the closet of the past 
and dangled them in my face! 
Then she said to me, “Mother 
doesn’t know!” I prayed for her 
and tried to help her. Then the 
next day her mother said to me, 
“You know, I have such a lovely 
girl! I can trust her anywhere in 
the world!” 

Listen to me, there has never 
been such a time in this country 
as now when we Christian people 
need to stiffen our moral back- 
bone and stand up for God's 
standards instead of human 
customs. They don’t belong to- 
gether. 

Talk about keeping up with your 
age! If poor old Enoch had kept 
up with his age, he would be in 
Hell tonight. If Noah had kept up 
with his age, he would have gone 
to Hell. Noah would have been 
drowned in the flood. I want to tell 
you, if you keep up with the age 
in which you are living, you are 
going to Hell. This age is going to 
Hell! Listen, America tonight is 
at the lowest ebb morally that it 
ever has been. 


Outright Standards Our Only 
Safety in Temptation 

In the old days, when I was a 
boy, a fellow might do wrong, but 
he knew when he was doing 
wrong. Today most of the folksun 
this country don’t even know when 
they are doing wrong. In the old 
days a man got married, and he 
and his wife went along together. 
One day they had a little 
(I’m talking about us old boys 
now.) You know how it is. You 
have a little fuss with your wife 
in the morning. I suppose you 
have had if you are any good. 
When a man never had a fuss or 
any kind of an argument with his 
wife, one or two of them are weak, 
or both of them. 

I have been married 


fuss 


WAAAY TYy 
neal iV 


forty-three years and I think I 
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Friday, August 24, 1951 


Lot, the Compromiser 


have gotten along about as well 
as anybody, but I have had my ups 
and downs. I never saw a day I 
would give my wife for anybody in 
the world, but I will tell you 
frankly she has had a hard time 
putting up with a high-pressure 
man such as I am, going up and 
down this country, always busy, 
always driving. She hasn’t had an 
easy time. 

But here is one of us old-time 
fellows. You go up town; you left 
your wife pouting and you are 
pouting. You meet one of these 
modern girls. She says, “Hello.” 


You say, “Hello. Going this 
way?” 

“Uh huh.” 

But you say to yourself, I 


mustn’t walk with her; I’m mar- 
Rg ried. I said I was going to be true 
4 to my wife till death do us part, 
+ and I’ve got to stick it out. I’m 
up against it. I wasn’t treated 
right this morning. I imagine if 
I were married to her, she would 
be nice to me; but I’ve got to 
stick it out. I can’t give up. I’m 
married and I’ve got to do right. 

You are gone downtown all day. 
In the evening you come home. 
Your wife meets you as you come 
in. You sit down, pick up your 
paper and look in the dining room 
where she is putting the meal on 
the table. She speaks to you. 

“Have a good day?” 

“Well, pretty well.” 

“Feel all right?” 

“Oh, yes, pretty well.” You wish 
she would let you alone because 
you feel so bad. You feel guilty, 
ashamed of yourself. She keeps 
asking questions. 

After awhile she says, “Supper 
is ready.” 

You go in there and look at 
her. She has on a nice little house 
dress. She has fixed just exactly 
what you like to eat. She knows 
how to feed the beast. You look 
at her and say, “Well, this cer- 
tainly is a nice supper.” 

“Well, I hope you like it. I fix- 
ed it for you. I thought that was 
what you liked.” You would give 
a thousand dollars to be dead, 
you feel so mean. 

You say, “Well, honey, I’m sorry 
the way I acted this morning.” 

“Well,” she says, “I’m _ to 
blame.” 7 

You say, “No, I’m to blame.” 
Then you have a fuss about which 
one of you is to blame! You wouid 
not have given her up for all the 
women who ever lived because you 
had some standards. You believed 
in keeping marriage vows and be- 
ing decent. 

Here is one of these modern 
fellows. He has a fuss with his 
wife, starts up town and meets 
a woman. 

She says, “Hello.” 

He says, “Helio.” 

“Going my way?” 

“Uh huh.” 

“Where do you work?” 

“So-and-so.” 

“I work so-and-so. What time 
do you get off for lunch?” 

“Certain time.” 

“Well, I do, too. How about hav- 
ing lunch with me?” 

You take her to lunch. She has 
been divorced maybe, or it may 
be that she has a husband. You 
sit down and tell her about what 
a hard time you have. Your wife 
doesn’t understand you. You are 
sorry, but she never did under- 
stand you and you have never been 
quite happy. She sympathizes and 
says, “Poor boy. I am sorry for 
you.” The first thing you know 
you get a divorce and marry this 
woman. You get her on your 
hands and you have more trouble 
than you ever had in your life. 
Now, what is the matter with you? 
You didn’t have any standards, 
that is all. You pulled the stand- 
ards down. 


Now, Lot had pulled down moral 
standards and sacrificed those 
standards on the altar of an 
established custom. I have an 
obligation as a host when I have 
a guest in my home, but I have 
no moral right to do wrong to 
protect a guest! It never is right 
to do wrong to do anything. It is 
not right to-do wrong even to get 


right to support something wrong 
to get a pulpit in which to preach. 
Lord God of hosts, gives us some 
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just like John Rice and I believe 


time in life, to get a chance to do 


to preach the gospel. It is not] 


Compromise of Principle 
Never Excusable 


I was talking to a fellow not 
long ago who believes the gospel 


it. But do you Know what hap- 
pened to that fellow? He believes 
the gospel just like we believe it, 
stands up and preaches it. I asked, 
“You’re supporting a certain 
thing?” 

“Yes. You know, it is in our 
denomination. I’m supporting it. 
You know, I have to go along to 
get a chance to preach.” 

I don’t. I can get on a street 
corner. If I can’t here, I can go 
to Japan and preach on any street 
corner there without even getting 
a permit. I never saw such an 
open door. I would go to Japan 
and spend my life there before 
I would support something wrong. 
You don’t have to do wrong to get 
a chance to do right! You don't 
have to accept any human custom 
anywhere in the world, at any 


something right. 

If I have a guest in my home, 
I treat him as nice as I know 
how, but I wouldn’t sell out for 
him. I wouldn’t keep him in my 
home to damn my family. i 
wouldn’t keep anybody in my 
home to do wrong. God pity a man 
who has so sold out to moral 
standards he would give _ his 
daughters on the altar of an 
established code set up by man. 
That is exactly what Lot did. And 
that is what we are doing in this 
country. 

Mothers pack up their children 
and send them to godless schools 
to go to Hell, pack them up and 
send them even to prominent 
Christian institutions and in do- 
ing so, send them off to go to 
Hell. You say, “Well, you know, 
you've got to. go along.” That’s 
a lie! You don’t have to do wrong. 

I’ll show you how God Almighty 
works. These guests were in Lot's 
home. Lot proposed a compromise. 
He didn’t know he had God's 
power in his home. When Lot 
couldn’t do anything with them, 
even with a compromise, these 
angelic messengers stepped to the 
door and these men outside were 
smitten with blindness. God Al- 
mighty has power to fix you so 
you don’t have to do wrong. Yet 
that was what he was doing. 


The greatest need in this 


John Wesley 
Caid 


I am content with what- 
ever entertainment I meet 
with. That must be the spirit 
with all who take journeys 

} with me. If a dinner ill 


dressed, a hard bed, a poor 


room, a shower of rain, or a 
dirty road will put them out 
of humor, it lays a burden 
upon me greater than all the 
rest put together. By the 
grace of God I never fret; 
I repine at nothing; I am 
discontented with nothing. 
And to have persons at my 
ear fretting and murmuring 
at everything is like tearing 
the flesh off my bones.— 
Selected. 
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country is the right kind of 
standards, and the right kind of 
standards are God’s standards. No 
standard of man independent of 
God was ever right. Man, with 
God Almighty crowded out, can- 
not set up the right standards. 


I don’t have much respect for 
Lot anyhow. When he was back 
there with his old uncle, Abraham, 
of a selfish motive he put over a 
deal that wasn’t exactly right. He 
chose a good place to water his 
cattle but a place to damn his 
children. He thought more of his 
cows, his donkeys, his sheep and 
his goats than he did of the souls 
of his children. He picked out that 
well-watered land and pitched his 
tent toward Sodom, That is the 
day he started down the road. 
Now look where he is—so far gone 
that even the virtue of his child- 
ren didn’t mean much to him. And 
in a city where degeneracy and 
wickedness are all around him 
everywhere, he let them out to 
damn them. You fathers’ and 
mothers—you owe it to God Al- 
mighty to take care of your 
children. 


I talked to a mother not long 
ago and she said, “You know, Dr. 
Bob, I did my best for my child.” 


“Are you sure about that?” I 
said. “You dropped cigarette ashes 
in the little one’s face when she 
was a baby. You blew your cock- 
tail breath in her face when she 
was a baby. You lived that kind 
of a life before; you stayed away 
from prayer meeting. You didn’t 
teach her to love God Almighty 
and now you are crying over her 


A few days ago I received the 
following letter from a student 
Who took a business course in 
Bob Jones University: 


Dear Dr. Bob: 

I ‘am just another of your 
students who is writing to 
tell you how very much 
Bob Jones University ‘has 
meant in my life. How 
glad I am I was able to 
get more than just an 
education! Your chapel 
talks have meant more 
than I could ever tell you. 
Christ has become so 
much more real to me; and 
I know much of the credit 
— to you and Dr. Bob, 

¥: 

Another reason for my 
writing is to send a con- 
tribution to the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund. I 
know of so many fine stu- 
dents who could néver have 
come to Bob Jones Univer- 
sity, had it not been for 
this fund. Although it is 
not very much, I do want 
to ‘have a part in this work. 
May God bless and send 
in enough to meet the goal 
you have set. I know of 
no greater cause than that 
of training young people 
to go out to the lost world 
and tell them of Christ. 

You may be interested to 
know that because of the 
fine training I received at 
Bob Jones University, I 
was able to get a good job. 
I pray that He may use 
me in the business world. 

May God continue to 
bless the University and 
you and Dr. Bob, Jr., in 
your work. 


We have told you friends so 
many times that the executives 
of Bob Jones University never 


standards in this country! 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


jhave not sent a contribution 


away a student who has possi- 
bilities for real Christian lead- 
ership because the student does 
not have enough money to pay 
all his expenses and take some 
student who may be able to pay 
in full but who may not go out 
as great a Christian leader as 
the one who has less money. 
But in order to maintain the 
Christian standards of the 
school, it is necessary to take 
care of the operating overhead. 

We only charge $638 for 
room, board, and tuition; and 
remember, we give music, 
speech, and art without extra 
cost above regular academic 
tuition. You who are familiar 
with the educational setup of 
America know that this is far 
below the usual amount it costs 
a student to attend an educa- 
tional institution. We have 
found, however, that if we can 
collect in full from all the 
students we are able to pay our 
operating overhead. 

Now, you can help students 
that need help and at the same 
time help pay the operating 
overhead of the institution. We 
are counting on you who wish 
to invest money in God’s work 
so that it brings good returns 
in time and eternity and will 
be carefully and economically 
handled in a way to bring bless- 
ing to the most people possible, 
to help us in the work we are 
doing by contributing to this 
million-dollar Student Loan En- 
dowment Fund which we are 
raising. Thank you for the help 
some of you have already given 
and for the additional help we 
are confident you are going to 
give. We also thank you who 


but who will send us one. Help 
uS aS SOON as you Can. 
BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 


wish to be tempted to turn} 


Greenville, S. C. 


after she has gone to Hell!” 
Poor old Lot! How I have*seen 


them sell out! One time when I 


was preaching in southeast Ala- 
bama, I went home with an old 
man for dinner on Saturday. We. 
got to his home, and went in his 
house. I knew there was some- 
thing wrong. I couldn’t tell what 
it was, but I heard the skeleton 
bones rattling around there. I saw 
shadows over the face of the wife, 
who was prematurely gray. Her 
face was wrinkled when it 
shouldn’t have been. The old*man 
beckoned to me and I followed 


him out in the yard. He took me 


out to the cow lot. There in the 
cow lot, wallowing in his own 
vomit, was his own son, an eight- 
teen-year-old boy, dead drunk. The 
old man said, “I did this, Brother 
Bob! I did that! I did that!” 

I said “I thought you were a 
Christian.” 


“T am a Christian, but I haven’t 
been long. I lived in sin so long 
that I damned my boy. I used to 
come home and wallow around 
here drunk myself. He used to see 
me drink. I lived in sin so long 
that I damned my own son. Look 
at him now! I’m all right,’ he 
said, “but look at my boy!” The 
man lived in sin so long that he 
damned his own children. I know 
fathers who are going to Heaven 
while their children go to Hell. 
This country is filled with com- 
promisers. 


I went to school with a preacher 
boy, one of the best friends I ever 
had on earth. He is still one of my 
best friends. He knows the gospel 
like I know it. He believes like I 
believe, but he went along with th? 
crowd and said, “We’ve got to 
go along, you know.” He hasn't 
a child who is a Christian. Every 
one of them stabbed a dagger in 
his heart, and his heart is all 
broken. Not long ago his wife 
died. Listen! If your children go 
to Hell it will be because some- 
body compromised. You bowed 
down to standards that were false 
standards. When old Lot left out 
of Sodom, he left some of his 
children behind. 


Ten righteous people couldn’t 
be found there. God would have 


saved it for ten. God never prom- 


ised to save Sodom but I think He 
told those angels onthe way, 
‘Don’t burn it up until you get 
Lot out.’ And Lot got out but he 
left some of his own daughters 
behind. What a mess he made. 

I am talking to somebody to- 
night who is giving up to false 
standards. You are walking out on 
God Almighty’s standards to ac- 
cept the standards of men. Some 
of the standards of men are all 
right when they land in God’s 
purpose. There is nothing wrong 
in being the right kind of a host. 
We are supposed to be given to 
hospitality. 


Duties Never Conflict; What 
We Need is Character 


Listen, I want you to get this 
last word, for I am closing quick- 
ly. That which is right is in | 
harmony with everything else that 
is right. Anything that compro- 
mises, that doesn’t harmonize with 
something that you know is right, 
isn’t right. My duty to my country 
and my duty to my God never 
conflict. My duty to my wife 
and my duty to my neighbor never 
conflict. Duties in this world never 
conflict. Let’s remember it. Lot 
had no duty to his guests that 
conflicted with his duty to his 
children and his duty to God. And 
if you are going to have-something 
that you try to make right when 
it conflicts with something else 
that is right, it is wrong. Remem- 
ber that. 

Poor Lot went out, out of the 
city, his children left behind. He 
tried to sell the ones he had while 
he was there. They got their old 
daddy drunk after he got out, to 
his shame and dishonor. His wife 
left behind, turned to a pillar cf 
salt. Just a few years before he 
had marched into that city a suc- 
cess from a worldly standpoint, 
prosperous, well-to-do. Now look 
at him—in shame, dishonor and 
disgrace! I think maybe he is in 
Heaven. The Bible says something 


(Continued on page 9) 


\apraho™ Beatitudes os Second Coming 


 Burden-Bearing 


cpildre®:- 7ransfiguration 
ee SPURGEONS: 


Expositor 
ieycanatia 


THE CHOICEST 
SERMONS OF 


Ny L bo 
bee 
CLASSIFIED -BY.-SUBJECE 
ALPHABETICALLY “ARRANGED. FOR 

READY REFERENCE. 


A MONUMENTAL WORK 
* 15 Large Volumes 
4 7500 Pages 
%* 750 Sermons and Expositions 


A BEAUTIFUL SET 


Durably and handsomely 
bound in green fabric. Title 
on spine in gold on black 
overstamp. High quality po- 
per. Clear and readable 
type. 


PAS 


oan Pin al 


‘Parables Communion 
_ pay’ 
Heaven 
Peter on 
vanity 
Resurrettio 


lection Forgiven 
ace Holy Spirit 


Death Gt Love 


ost" Joseph prayet r 
Justification 15 Wg gare: 
ef gat? salvo" > ie al 


iss ee 


4 


© AHIS AS — 
"= VOLUME 


~ 


| Abraham—Beotitudes Re 
{| Believers—Children Apr. 
ttt Incarnation—Miracles Me 
1V Parables—Victory June 
V Church—Covenant July ° 
Vi Daniel—Doubts Aug. ‘5 
Election—God Sept. ‘5! 
God's Care—Holiness Oc 
IX Holy Spirit—Joshua Nov 
X Joy—Loving—Kindness 
"51 


X!1 Ministers—Peace Jan. ‘5 
1 Peter—Redemption Feb. 
X1iil Religion—Samson Mar. ° 
XIV Sanctification — Tempta 


Apr. 52 — 
XV Trials—Zeal May ‘52 
/ 


p VOL.XV FREE! 


if OR 
NOW. 


g in 15 volumes. Send Volume | 
volumes as they are published. 
am to receive Volume XV FREE. 


Name 


sen sce eS See eee 
GENTLEMEN: This is my order for —__ . 
Charles H. Spurgeon’s EXPOSITORY ENCYCLOPE 
at once and other 
1 understand that | 


set(s é - $ 


of 
1A, 


Address 


City & State 


Charge 


|} $--_Cash Enclosed 
| 


(Postage & Handling —5S% of order) 


C.0.0° 


OPI YH 


(Advertisement) 


ce 


ee eT 


— 


. — oe Oe ee 


ee i ee ei ee i ee ee ee ee ee 


P ~ 


| Friday, than tao 3, 1951 


= piety iy 4 


Por 8 OT Se a 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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A Good Man Lost 


(Continued from page 1) 


it again! The kind of religion 
which trusts self and claims a 
righteousness above others was an 
abomination to the Lord Jesus 
in Palestine 1900 years ago. He 
hates the same sin today as much. 


Such people are well-pleased with 


themselves. They may even say to 
God with the Pharisee, ‘God, I 
‘thank thee, that I am not as other 
men are.” But though such. men 
pretend to give God the glory, and 
may say it is only by God’s grace 
that they have become the right- 
eous creatures they think they are, 
yet to them Jesus spake this 
parable! To trust in one’s self, that 
he is righteous, is a sin. And it is 
not only a sin most hateful to God, 


‘but most dangerous to the people 


who commit it. Self-righteousness 
is the most wicked of all sins be- 
cause it covers sin, excuses sin. 
It leaves no room for penitence, 
which God so greatly desires, and 
feels no need for mercy, which 
God is so willing to give. It is the 
most dangerous sin because it is 
the one least likely to be confessed 
and forsaken and least likely to 
be brought to God. 

This is a double sin. The man 
who trusts in himself that he is 
righteous, despises others. When 
lodge members think they are 
most noble in subduing their pas- 
sions, and being good to their 
fellow men, they are quickest to 
call the man who is not a lodge 
member a “cowan.” Pharisees al- 
ways despise publicans. And the 
man Who claims “sanctification’”’ 
or “holiness” is the quickest to 
despise others. And I have re- 
ceived hundreds of letters from 
people who say they know they 
have “received the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost,” they say, because 
they have “talked in tongues,” 
people who have won few if any 
souls to Christ and did as little 
for their neighbors as for God. 
Yet they criticize and bemean 
most useful men of God because 
they did not “speak with tongues” 
in the modern fashion. Those who 
trust in themselves also despise 
others. It is a double sin that 
Jesus rebukes in this parable. 

Do you trust in yourself that 
you are good? Do you feel that 
you are better than others? Then, 
to you, the Saviour brings this 
message. , 


I. A GOOD MAN LOST 

‘Dr..R. A. Torrey is said to have 
preached on the parable of the 
Pharisée and the publican, and la- 
beled it as the story of “A Good 
Man Lost And A Bad Man Saved.” 
The title is as fitting as it is strik- 
ing. Let us consider first, then, the 
good man who was lost. 


1. He Really Was A Good Man 


We have been taught to despise 
the Pharisee. But here we ought 
to credit this man with the high 
morality he claimed for himself. 
Jesus, who told the story, did not 
deny anything the Pharisee said. 
And we know that Saul of Tarsus, 
who was also a Pharisee, address- 
ing other Hebrew leaders, tells 
how he was “taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of 
the fathers, and was zealous to- 
ward God, as ye all are this day” 
(Acts 22:3). And Paul wrote to 
the Philippians that he was a 
Pharisee, “touching the righteous- 
ness which is in the law, blame- 
less.””’ Jesus used this Pharisee, in 
the parable in Luke 18, because he 
was a good man, 


This Pharisee went to church, 
and that is in his favor. No man 
can be either a good citizen of his 
country nor a good example to 
those about -him, nor be what he 
himself ought to be, who does not 
avail himself of the opportunity 
to go to the house of God. It is 
greatly to the credit of this Phari- 
see that he went up to the temple. 


And he went to pray. He was 
not like the fool who said in his 
heart, ‘There is no God.’ He was 
not like the calloused and indif- 
ferent who do not believe in pray- 
er. He was not like the profane 
soldier who never prays until he is 
in a fox-hole, or like the godless 
sailor who never prays until he is 
adrift on a rubber raft. No, this 
man prayed to God. He did it 
regularly and even in public. In 
the house of God he prayed! 

He was no extortioner. The word 
means ‘one who snatches away.’ 
Doubtless he had in mind the 
wicked publican who, if he was 
like others of those crooked Ro- 
man tax collectors, ravenously 
took all they could and were privi- 
leged to keep all the surplus after 
the minimum payment to the gov- 
ernment. That was not the way of 
this Pharisee. He was no extor- 
tioner, taking by fair means and 
foul. 

Nor was he unjust. The word 
used here is a general term mean- 
ing wicked, unrighteous. Christ 
divided all men into two classes 
when He said that God “sendeth 
rain on the just and on the un- 
just” (Matthew 5:45). In that 
sermse the Pharisee was just, not 
unjust. He was classed with the 
righteous, and not with the wick- 
ed. He was classed among the 
honest and not among the thieves. 
He was law-abiding and not cri- 
minal; the was a good citizen and 
not a bad citizen. No doubt he was 


a good husband and father, sober 


instead of drunken. He was a good 
man. 

He was no adulterer. He said 
so, and Jesus did not deny it. And 
this is a very great virtue. He 
revered his home. He kept his 
marriage vow. His wife safely 
trusted in his integrity. He was 
never smitten with venereal di- 
sease because of a licentious life. 
He never feared the shame of 
exposure of a secret love or a 
shameful past. He was an upright, 
moral man, a good man in the 
sight of all who knew him. 

And he had a sincere zeal for 
religious things. Not only did he 
go to the house of God and there 
pray to God, but he brought. his 
tithes to the temple. The firstling 
of his flocks belonged to God. One- 
tenth of his money was sacredly 
given to the support of the priest- 
hood and the house of God. That 
in itself proves a certain genuine- 
ness in his religion, a certain sin- 
cerity in his heart. We cannot 
trust much a man’s* convictions 
when they are not plainly proven 
by his giving. 

And this man fasted twice a 
week. Many a man never takes 
time to think of God; but not 
so this Pharisee. On two days 
out of the seven he would give 
himself to fasting and prayer, 
spending much of the time, no 
doubt, in quiet meditation on the 
things of God. He must have had a 
genuine desire to please God. He 
gave of his time and his money 
and regularly denied himself or- 
dinary comforts because of is 
religion. We have a right to cail 
this man a good man. 

But a shocking truth is given us 
by the Saviour. This man, though 
good, was lost! The inference of 
the parable is that he went down 
to his house :a poor lost sinner, 
and that when he died he went to 
Hell! Let us see why this good 
man was a lost man. 


2. His Righteousness Was 
Outward, Not Inward 


In Matthew, chapter 23, Jésus 
preached a sermon to the Phari- 
sees with seven points. And each 
of the seven parts of this sermon 
begins with the striking pronounce- 
ment, “Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites!” 

In Matthew 23:23 Jesus said, 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe 
of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith: these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the 
other undone.” How many strict 
tithers, even in the minute details 
of garden herbs and spices, do not 
know the weightier matters, 
“judgment, mercy and faith!” No 
wonder Jesus called them “ye 


blind guides, which strain at a 


Book REVIFWs IN THIS COLUMN WILL 
USUALLY BE By JUDGES OF THE SWoORD 
Book CLUB AND WILL BE SIGNED 


TRIED BY FIRE, F. B. Meyer. 


Exposition of I Peter. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids. $2.50. 
Few portions of the Word of 
God equal I Peter in their mess- 
age of comfort and strength to 
God’s tested saints. Here is ex- 
position of I Peter at its best, 
with clarity of understanding of 
the text, depth of feeling for its 
message, and compassion for per- 
plexed and suffering fellow Chris- 
tians. Paragraph by paragraph the 
Word is unfolded and explained, 
with apt exhortation for steadiness 
of faith and consistency of con- 
duct. Controversial portions such 
as 3:18-22 are especially weil 
handled, as will be noted in Dr. 
Meyer’s summary of that portion: 
“We have now seen three facts. 
First, that Christ’s suffering did 
not hinder His heralding His finish- 
ed work. Second, that He herald- 
ed it to the spirits who in Noah’s 
day were disobedient. Third, that 
we are like Noah and Christ, too, 
in having passed through the 


genat and swallow a camel.” And 
He continued, ‘Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye make clean the outside of 
the cup and of the platter, but 
within they are full of extortion 
and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, 
cleanse first that which is. within 
the cup and platter, that the out- 
side of them may be clean also” 
(Matthew 23:24, 25, 26). 

This Pharisee was a religious 
man, who carefully looked after 
the outward observances. He made 
clean the outside of the cup and 
the platter. But his religion. made 
no change on that which is inside! 
Oh, when men learn that God is 
not primarily concerned about the 
outward matters! What does God 
care if you have been circumcised, 
or if you have been baptized, or 
if you have. been confirmed, if 
nothing happened on the inside? 
What does God care that you live 
outwardly a moral, respectable 
life, a religious life, if it is ‘all 
external? 


3. The Pharisee Had Not Been 
Born Again 


Nicodemus, another Pharisee, 
came to Jesus by night, to whom 
the Saviour said, “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 
Again he said, “Except a man be 


(Continued on page 7) 


waters of death: not the death of 
the body; but the death of the 
Spirit to its former tastes and de- 
lights, because it has entered so 
fully into the meaning of Christ's 
death, and into participation with 
His. new life.” 

DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


MASS CHILD EVANGELISM, by 
Lionel A. Hunt. Moody Press. 
$2.50. 

Only in this generation has the 
evangelism of children really come 
to its own. Except for emphasis 
upon the salvation of little chil- 
dren among the early Mogravians 
and Wesleyans the field has been 
largely neglected. Out of wide 
ministry among children Lionel 
Hunt gives excellent help in how 
to bring the children to the ser- 
vice, how to plan the program, 
how to present the gospel to them, 
how to hold the after-meeting and 
the follow-up, how to hold week- 
day rallies, and the like. Inval- 
uable for pastors, Sunday: School 


superintendents, and Christian 
workers generally. 
DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


SONS OF ADAM. By Samuel M. 
Zwemer. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. 164 pages, $2. 

A book of studies of Old Tes- 


the New Testament. Dr. Zwemer 
with many years of experience on 
the mission field is Professor 
Emeritus in Princeton Theological 
Seminary. This great missionary, 
familiar with the Bible and with 
the Holy Land, writes of Adam, 
Abraham, Hagar and Ishmael, Ja- 
cob, Moses and Samson, Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, David, Solomon, 
Isaiah, Manasseh and _ Ezekiel. 
They are remarkably. discerning, 
they combine reverent faith, spir- 
itual insight, the most delicate lit- 
erary touch. Here is thrilling read- 
ing. The preacher, ‘wanting to 
preach on Bible characters, will 
find the most profound illustra-’ 
tions and deepest insight and any 
serious Christian will find the 
book delightful reading and heart- 
moving. 

DR. JOHN R. RICE 
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And worst of all, in place of weep- 
ing night and day for the sins of 
his} people, the children of his Sun- 
day School and their parents, the 
members of his church, and his 
near and dear ones, a whole day 
goes by,. sometimes days, and no 
tears! 


A Dry Eyed Church in a Hell- 
' Bound World—How 
Incongruous! 


No tears when soon the white 
lily of purity of many of the little 
girls of our Sunday Schools will de 
trampled under foot, and bemired 
in the mire of_lust! 

No tears when soon many of the 
little boys of our Sunday Schools 
will be staggering down the street 
the victims of the dragon of drink, 
to say nothing of those outside of 
our Sunday Schools! 

No tears when little children 
within view of our churches never 
hear the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ spoken in their homes ex- 
cept in cursing! 

No tears when homes are being 
broken up, and children set adrift 
in the world! These poor children! 

No tears for men and women 


~ with wrecked lives! 


No tears for the millions in hea- 
then lands who each moment are 
going one by one into eternity 
without once hearing the name, 
the only name whereby “they must 
be saved” if they are to be saved! 

No tears for the boys and girls 
of ;Africa, India, China, bleeding 
Korea |! 

No tears when “the whole world 
lieth in wickedness”! 

No tears when all unsaved are 
“children of wrath”! 

No tears when all who believe 
not in the Lord Jesus Christ “are 
condemned already”’! 

No tears when all “wicked shall 
be turned into hell’! 

No tears for the unsaved that 
shall be cast into Hell “where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched”! 

No tears when men are blasphem- 
ing the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

No tears when a large section 
of .the chure?tr of Jesus Christ is 
trampling underfoot the blood of 
the Lord Jésus Christ as an unholy 
thing! 

No tears when another large 
section of the church is orthodox, 
but dead! 

No tears when dissention and 
bitterness has come into the fel- 
lowship of believers! 

No tears when the church of 
Jesus Christ stands powerless by 
when even men and women are 
seeking for security and help it 
has to offer in Christ! 

Wo tears like the tears of Jesus 
when He beheld Jerusalem in its 
siniand false security. 

Wo tears like those of Jeremiah 


‘who cried out, “Oh that my head 
“were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 


tain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people.” 

No tears in the eyes of the 
church of Jesus Christ for her sins 
like the tears of David who cried 
out, “My sin is ever before me.” 


A Dry Eyed Church— 
What a Loss 

Let me remind you again, I am 
speaking of tears of concern and 
compassion, whether these tears 
be on the cheeks or on the heart. 
I am not speaking of tears just for 
tears, sake. I had a dear sister in 
one of my churches who came to 
me once and said, “Pastor, do not 
be disturbed when I cry in church. 
I like to cry in church. I feel so 
good afterwards.” Such tears, I 
‘doubt, have little value. But cold, 
tearless, uncompassionate work in 
the church of Jesus Christ is a 
loss, liability, hindrance, damna- 
tion. 

Some preachers impress us by 
their personalities, or their know- 
ledge of the Word, or their clever- 
ness, or their humor. Others show 
us Christ, whether we want to see 
‘Him or not. What’s the difference? 


Largely, compassion. The last have 


‘pity on our poor lost souls, and 
want us to see Jesus. 

Some teachers tell us about the 
unsaved in the community who 
used to be in their Sunday School 
class. Other teachers point out the 


Where Are the Tears? 


to be in their class. What’s the 
difference? Largely, compassion or 
concern—tears. The first, taught 
lessons; the latter, wept souls into 
the kingdom of God. Give me a 
Sunday Sichool teacher who is con- 
cerned about the souls of boys and 
girls, who can weep when they are 
absent from the class; and I'll 
forgive her a lot of things. I'll 
forgive her if she doesn’t know the 
latest cut in clothes; if she stum- 
bles in her grammar; if she doesn’t 
know ‘too much about methods. 
She’ll fare a lot better than some- 
one with a big head and a small 
heart. ‘Of course, I’d rather have 
a big heart with a good training. 
But, if I have to choose, give me 
the warm heart! 

Oh, the wasted hours in Sunday 
School because of coldness! , Oh, 
the years.some of us have allow- 
ed the canker worm to eat be- 
cause of coldness! 

Beloved, unless a prayer meet- 
ing can be charged with-.concern, 
it is largely wasted time. Unless 
a Sunday School session can have 
the warm glow of the tears of the 
teacher, it hardens hearts rather 
than helps hearts. Evangelistic 
meetings move forward only as 
they are floated on tears! And the 
biggest thing_in a conference such 
as we are met in is not the mess- 
ages, the motions, the resolutions, 
the reports; the biggest thing is, 
if they are present—tears of con- 
cern for the lost! 


Tears Are Important 


But someone may say, ‘‘Preach- 
er, that’s just a sentimental idea of 
yours. Tears are not’so important. 
I hate tears,” 

If they are not important, then 
why did the psalmist say, “They 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goéth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him?” 

If tears are not so important, 
why was dear old Paul such a fool 
to. take time to tell his spiritual 
son Timothy that he was ever 
mindful of his tears. And why has 
God kept this remark for us? 

If tears are not so important, 
why did they fill such a large 
place in the life of the all-wise Son 
of God?. > 

Beloved, tears of concern are 
important! If you are going to 
bring sheaves, you are going to 
have to sow in tears. If you are go- 
ing to be like Jesus, you are go- 
ing to have to spend lonesome 
nights in ‘tears, praying for the 
lost. 


But Someone May Ask, “How 
Can I Have Tears of Concern 
For the Lost?” 


First, let us note some ways 
that one will not necessarily re- 
ceive them. One will not necessar- 
ily receive tears of concern for the 
lost by reading books on the needs 
of the lost. This may stir me for 
a few minutes while reading or 
listening to their needs, but the 
stream will dry up as soon as the 
words stop falling. 

One can read of the concern of 
other men for the lost, and be- 
come extremely hungry for a like 
concern, and yet, never receive it. 


Sit tight while I make the next 


two assertions. You can pray and 
not have tears of compassion. 
Some of us have done it! And you 
can read your Bible and never 
weep over the lost. Some of us 
have done that too! 

But where is the’ everflowing 
spring of tears of compassion for 
the lost? 

Do we need to argue long that 
tears of compassion spring from 
love? Jesus loved Jerusalem and 
wept over it. Jeremiah loved his 
people and wept over them. David 
loved God and wept over his own 
sins. A mother can be very factual 
as she speaks of the suffering of 
children she doesn’t know very 
well. But it is hard for her to see 
the facts through her tears when 
the suffering is in her own child- 
ren. 

But from whence springs love? 

Scripture mentions only one 
source—God. “Love is of God.” 
“The fruit of the Spirit is love—.” 
A love that can shed tears over 
the lost is a God-given gift. It 
isn’t worked up, read down, or 
listened in; it is given of God. It 


‘ones in the Lord’s work who used} is given by the Holy Spirit as He 


Mending the Bible 


(Continued from page 2) 


today will put the book of Mac- 
cabeus or the book of Judith be- 
side the book of Isaiah or Romans. 
Then a great many. said, “We 
must have books added to the 
New Testament,” and there were 
epistles and Gospels and apo- 
calypses written and added to the 
New Testament, but they have all 
fallen out. You cannot add any- 
thing. You cannot subtract any- 
thing. Divinely protected book in 
the present shape. Let no man 
dare to lay his hands on it with 
the intention of detracting from 
the Book, or casting out any of 
these holy pages. 


I am also opposed to this pro- 
posed expurgation of the Scrip- 
tures for the fact that in propor- 
tion as people become self-sacri- 
ficing and good and holy and con- 
secrated, they like the Book as it 
is. I have yet to find a man or 
a woman distinguished for self- 
sacrifice, for consecration to God, 
for holiness of life, who wants the 
Bible changed. Many of us have 
inherited family Bibles. Those 
Bibles were in use twenty, forty, 
fifty, perhaps a hundred years in 
the generations. This afternoon, 
when you go home, take down 
those family Bibles, and find out 
if there are any chapters which 
have been erased by lead pencil 
or pen, and if in any margins you 
can find the words: ‘“This chapter 
not fit to read.’’ There has been 
plenty of opportunity during the 
last half century privately to ex- 
purgate the Bible. Do you know 


fills our lives. It is the Holy 
Spirit, filling the inside of a per- 
son, that is able to touch the cold, 
stony human heart and make it 
ache for the lost. And when the 
heart begins to ache, our eyes be- 
come “rivers of tears.” 

Now, I fear many are saying, 
“The fullness of the Holy Spirit— 
that’s so mysterious, that’s. so 
hard.” I do not know what you 
mean by mysterious and hard. I 
do know that the requirements 
are quite simple. Scripture, as far 
as I know, gives only two require- 
ments for the Christian to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. The first is 
to ask for Him. hu 11:13— 
“ . . how much more shall your 
heavenly’ Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?” 
Asking in faith, believing. The 
other, Acts 5:32—‘“the Holy Ghost 
whom God hath given to them 
that obey him.” So simple that to 
try to explain would only add con- 
fusion. You all know what it is 
to ask. And you all know what 
obedience is. At least you should. 

Going way back to my training 
as a boy in mathematics, I remem- 
ber my teachers saying that equals 
substituted for equals and the re- 
sult is equal. And balancing my 
equations tonight, I can come to 
this answer and this alone. We are 
a tearless church because we have 
either not asked for God to fill 
us with His Holy Spirit; or having 
asked,. we have not obeyed where 
He wanted to lead us; or, both. 

Listen, Brother, Sister in Christ, 
if you are not weeping over the 
lost it is because you have not 
claimed a precious promise of 
God’s; or because there is sin of 
disobedience in your life. 

And because of one or the other 
of these sins, God is not able to 
use you to win that unsaved one 
you come in contact with so often. 
Perhaps it is in your Sunday 
School class, in your work, or in 
your home. Perhaps a soul lost be- 
cause you are so dry-eyed and 
cold! May God help you. 

And unsaved friend, we confess 
to you to night, we haven’t loved 
you like we ought to have. We 
haven’t wept like we ought to 
have because of your awful con- 
dition. Forgive us! 

But listen Friend, I’m _ sure 
someone has wept and prayed for 
you. Perhaps your mother did. 
Perhaps your Dad. Perhaps your 
Sunday School teacher. But even 
if you are one of those unfortun- 
ate ones who cannot remember 
anyone ever caring enough for 
you to weep over you, I have good 
news for you. Jesus.loves you. And 
loves you enough, not only to weep 
over you, but in tears to die on 
the cross for you; and in tears to 
stand by tonight waiting for you 
to come Home. Will you not come 
tonight? 


any case of such expurgation? Did 
not your grandfather give it to 
your father, and did not your 
father give it to you? 

Expurgate the Bible! You might 
as well go to the old picture gal- 
leries in Dresden and in Venice 
and in Rome and expurgate the old 
paintings. Perhaps you could find 
a foot of Michael Angelo’s ‘Last 
Judgment” that might be improv- 
ed. Perhaps you could throw more 
expression into Raphael's. “Madon- 
na.” Perhaps you could put more 
pathos into Rubens’ “Descent from 
the Cross.” Perhaps you could 
change the crests of the waves in 
Turner’s “Slave “Ship.” Perhaps 
you might go into the old galleries 
of sculpture and change the forms 
and the postures of the statues of 
Phidias and Praxiteles. Such an 
iconoclast would very soon find 
himself in the penitentiary. But it 
is Worse vandalism when a man 
proposes to refashion these mas- 
terpieces of inspiration and to re- 
model the moral giants of this 
gallery of God. 


Now, let us divide off. Let those 
people who do not believe the 
Bible and who are critical of this 
and that. part of it, go clear over 
to the other side. Let them stand 
behind the Devil’s guns. There can 
be no compromise between infidel- 
ity and Christianity. Give us the 
out-and-out opposition of infidelity 
rather than the work of these 
hybrid theologians, these mongrel 
ecclesiastics, these half-and-half 
evoluted pulpiteers who believe the 
Bible and do not believe it, who 
accept the miracles and do not ac- 
cept them, who believe in the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures and dc 
not believe in the inspiration of 
the Scriptures—trimming their be- 
lief on one side to suit the skep- 
ticism of the world, trimming 
their belief on the other side to 
Suit the pride of their own heart, 
and. feeling that in order to dem- 
onstrate their courage they must 
make the Bible a target, and shoot 
at God. 
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fess that it is really bait, 
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buy from| Sword of the Lord Pub- 
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will find many, many books you 
need, at} unusually low prices. 
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There is one thing that encour- 
ages me very much, and that is, 
that the Lord made out to man- 
age the universe before they were 
born, and will probably be able to 
make out to manage the universe 
a little while after they are dead. 
While I demand that the antagon- 
ists of the Bible, and the critics 
of the Bible go clear over where 
they belong, on the Devil’s side, I 
ask all the friends of this good 
Book to come out openly and a- 
bove board in behalf of it. That 
Book, which was the best inherit- 
ance you ever received from your 
ancestry, and which will be the 
best legacy you will leave to your 
children when you bid them good- 
by as you cross the ferry to the 
golden city. 


(From the book Live Coals by T. 
DeWitt Talmage, D.D. Published 
by Fairbanks and Palmer Publish- 
ing Company, Chicago, Illinois. 
Out of print.) 
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A Good Man Lost 
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born of water and of the Spirit 
(the washing of the Word of God 
on the heart and new life brought 
by the Holy Spirit) he cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3:5). And again, “Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.” (John 3:7). 

Hear me, you good men, you 
moral, upright women; hear me, 
all you religious people. Oh, if 
you have not been born again, you 
are lost! If you have not been 
saved, if you have not been con- 
verted, if you have not had a new 
heart given you, you are a poor 
doomed sinner going to an ever- 
lasting Hell of torment! 

You are clean and righteous, 
you think? Then remember that 
to Pharisees as a class, Jesus said, 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
unto whited sepulchres, whicn 
indeed appear beautiful outward, 
but are within full of dead men’s 
bones, and of all uncleanness. 
Even so ye also outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within 
ye are full of hypocrisy and iniqui- 
ty” (Matt. 23:27, 28). Your life 
may be good in the sight of men, 
but your heart is bad. By men’s 
standards, you may be righteous, 
but by God’s standards you are a 
poor, wicked, undone, Hell-deserv- 
ing sinner. To men you appear like 
a beautiful, white marble sepul- 
chre. How beautiful and pure it 
looks, shining in the sun! but 
within that mausoleum, maggots 
devour the rotting carcass. The 
once-proud face becomes a grin- 
ning skull, and the hair slips from 
the head, and a horrible stench 
fills the place! So says Jesus, is 
every self-righteous man, however 
religious, who has not really been 
converted, saved, born again! 


4, The Pharisee Was Really A 
Sinner Like Everybody Else! 


How proudly he went to the 
temple! There was no shame over 
sin. No sense of guilt made him 
modestly lower his face. He walk- 
ed boldly to the front, for church- 
going was an old custom-with him 
and he felt perfectly at home. And 
in the very beginning of his pray- 
er, he prayed, ‘God, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are.” 
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He did not regard himself as a 
sinner. He thought that he was 
infinitely better than the poor 
publican who stood afar off and 
felt so shamed and unworthy. 

Perhaps you, too, feel that you 
are not like others; but you are 
mistaken! That idea is a lie of 
Satan, meant to damn your soul 
forever. In Romans 3:22, 23, we 
are told, “For there is no differ- 
ence: for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” 
No difference! One was a church- 
going sinner, who prayed, and 
gave his tithes, and fasted, and 
lived a moral life. The other was 
a poor, wayward worldling, who 
made no pretense of religion, but 
who was also a sinner. I suppose 
that these two men had very little 
in common, outwardly. They did 
not run with the same crowd. 
They did not live by the same 
rules. But both were born of the 
same wicked race. Both were 
tainted before they were born with 
the sin of Adam and Eve. Before 
they became accountable to God, 
they were sinners by nature. After 
they came to know themselves 
sinners, both of them were sinners 
by choice. One was a down-and- 
out sinner, and the other was up- 
and-out; but also a sinner. One 
was a respectable sinner, and the 
other was a disreputable sinner; 
but in God’s sight there was no 
difference. Men look on the out- 
ward appearance, but God looks 
on the heart. The Pharisee was a 
sinner like everybody else. 


Oh, if we would only learn this 
lesson! Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own 
way.” That is the same for all of 
us. And Jesus said to the rich 
young ruler who called Him Rabbi, 
or Master, like an ordinary Jewish 
leader, that, “There is none good 
but one, that is, God.” (Matthew 
19:17). Jesus Himself was. good, 
only becausé“Hé was, and is, God. 
This Pharisee was not God and 
so he was not good, You, dear 
reader, are not God, and so you 
are not good. 


The gentlest woman who reads 
this, however virtuous your life 
as wife and mother, has yet a 
black heart, dyed with sin. You 
have turned away from the light 
God gave you, you have turned 
to your own way. Perhaps you 
have been more protected than 
your poor fallen sister, and you 
never had the temptations in your 
sheltered life that she had day 
by day. But God knows in the 
heart that you are kin to her. 

The most modest girl who reads 
these lines has a human heart, and 
the heart, we are told, “is deceit- 
ful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). If you 
have not been born’ twice, you 
were born only once. If you are 
not saved, you are lost. If you do 
not have a new heart, then you 
still have the old one, with all its 
taint of sin. Girls go to Hell as 
quickly as boys do, and moral 
girls go to Hell as quickly as har- 
lots, if they do not get born again. 

The most upright citizen, the 
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The second stop was at Muenster, 
Texas, to see Mrs. Rice’s mother 
and other loved ones. The third 
stop was at Dallas where I preach- 
ed at the Galilean Baptist Church 
Sunday morning. 


A few miles from Joplin, Miss- 
ouri, the dynaflow drive went out 
on our Buick; we had to be towed 
in to Joplin. Charles came over the 
twenty-two miles to take Mrs. 
Rice and the youngsters to their 
home. Saturday morning I found 
the Buick dealer could not repair 
the car before Monday. Faced 
with extra expense of flying to 
Dallas and uncertain repair bill 
and trouble, I traded the 40,000- 
mile car for a new Buick. After 
lunch with our loved ones at 
Treece, Kansas, we proceeded to 
Muenster and spent the night with 
loved ones on the farm. Sunday 
morning I drove by Gainesville, 
Texas. We stopped by the First 
Baptist Church to show the chil- 
dren where I was converted forty- 
six years ago as a boy of nine. I 
sat again in the same seat and 
my heart rejoiced anew in my sal- 
vation. We stopped in the ceme- 
tery at Gainesville by the grave 
of Mrs. Rice’s father and then 
drove into the country to stand 
by my mother’s grave. 


Happy Service at Galilean Baptist, 
Dallas 

A thousand blessed memories 
moved my heart at the Galilean 
Baptist Church where I preached 
Sunday morning. It was nineteen 
years and one week after God had 
led me and some devoted Chris- 
tians to organize that church in 
an open-air revival in Dallas in 
1932. Hundreds of the old-time 
friends were present. The house 
was packed to capacity. How many 
of them I had seen come to Christ 
and had, with these two hands, 
baptized on profession of their 
faith! There were glad greetings 
and a good many tears after a 
great time of consecration. 


In the nin@teen years some fifty 
full-time Christian workers have 
come out of that Galilean Baptist 
Church; it has fathered the Dallas 
Bible Institute which now has its 
fine building and over one hun- 
dred day school students, Iam told. 
It. fathered the Dallas. Rescue 
Mission which is winning many 
souls to Christ. Brother Fred Bill- 
ings is leaving the pastorate to 
enter full-time revival work and is 
already scheduled for soul-winning 
campaigns into next year. Dr. Pug- 
mire has accepted the pastorate 
and will be on the field in Sep- 
tember. 


We began the Sword Conference 
on Revival and Soul Winning Sun- 
day afternoon at Latham Springs. 
We are having a wonderful time 
of blessing, about which we will 
tell you next week. 


father who cares well for his fam-., 
ily, the business man who deals 
honestly and fairly, the church 
man who gives of his money and 
attends the services and goes 
through the forms of religion may 
read these lines. You mean to do 
well. You have held yourself to 
a good standard of morality. You 
think that you are not a sinner as 
other men are. You did not steal, 
you say? But God looks at the 
heart where you have coveted, and 
marks it down the same. You have 
never killed anyone, you say? But 
God sees the heart, and He says, 
“Whosoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him” (I John 3:15). You, like 
this Pharisee, might maintain 
that you are not an adulterer. But 
remember that Jesus said, “‘Who- 
soever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart” 
(Matthew 5:28). You say you have 
kept the commands of God? The 
truth is you have not kept the 
very first one, to “love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). And you 
have not kept the last one, for 
all the commandments concerning 
your relations to men are wrapped 


up in this one: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” And if 
you have broken one of God’s com- 
mands, you have broken the whole 
law of God. You are a poor sinner, 
and in this matter you are like: 
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Invest in Eternal Values 


lay up treasure in Heaven. 


By Editor John R. Rice : 


The Sword of the Lord Foundation desires to bor- | 
} row money from Christians only for the financing of | 
| our great and expanded work. We will pay four per cent | 
| interest, payable semi-annually. The large and increas- | 
ing work of the Sword of the Lord Foundation, in pub- | 
| lishing The Sword of the Lord, in publishing the finest | 
+ in Christian books, in giving free literature around the } 
| world to millions of people in several languages, in run- | 
| ning conferences on evangelism to inspire Christian work- |; 
| ers and help bring about revival—all these things de- | 
‘| mand more capital than we have been able to accumulate | 
| in the business, and by the assets which Mrs. Rice and | 
I had collected and turned over to the business when it } 
| was incorporated as of January 1, 1947. 


For example, in our building we have now at manu- 
facturing cost over $100,000 worth of the finest Chris- 
tian books. These include, of course, my own books, and | 
books of Dr. Bob Jones, Dr. Robert G. Lee, Dr. John | 
Linton, Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, and others. Their re- } 
tail value is far above this figure. But it takes a great -} 
deal of advertising and promotion to sell these books } 
to bookstores and to individuals. We do not have the } 
money for advertising and promotion. 


There is an urgent need right now to reprint Dr. | 
Bob Jones’ Revival Sermons, to reprint Dr. W. B. Riley’s | 
book, The Preacher and His Preaching. Two new books | 
are now in process of manufacture, a book of revival | 
sermons by Evangelist Douglas Winn, and a great book, | 
Eternal Retribution, by the famous Methodist preacher | 
of a generation ago, Rev. Elbert Munsey. We have also ; 
accepted a splendid book-.of heart-moving sermons on 
the second coming of Christ by Dr. Lee Roberson of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and are ready to print it. ~" | 

My own book, Prayer—Asking and Receiving, has 
had 120,000 copies printed. Of the last printing of 20,000 
copies, 10,000 copies are yet to be bound. We must pay 
for that binding and it will take several thousand dollars. 
And we need those books within a month or two. 


We need to buy office machines which will cost 
$2,300; but-which will save money and enlarge the work. 


In other words, we need $25,000 or $30,000 very 
| soon for this great work which is expanding rapidly, | 
| and being so wonderfully blessed of God. | 
: The business is very carefully managed. God is | 
' blessing tremendously. We believe that no Christian | 
| publishing house in the world receives so many reports | 
' of people saved through its printed ministry as the | 
‘| Sword of the Lord Foundation. We do not know of any | 
‘| Christian publication in the world being so used of God 

| in the blessing of ministers and the bringing of revival | 
| fires as THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

We want loans only from Christian people. We 
‘| want the money to have God’s blessing upon it. And we 
‘| want it accompanied with prayer. One who lends money | 
‘| to the Sword of the Lord Foundation will have several | 
‘| benefits. First, he gets a good interest rate on his money. | 
| Second, we believe the investment is safer than most. | 
| No one has ever lost a dollar by lending to the Sword | 
| of the Lord. We believe no one ever will. Third, one may | 
|; have his money working to get out the gospel and to 
‘| honor the Lord Jesus. Thus, one’s money can be used to 


If you have money which you want to be used care- 
fully by this non-profit Christian organization in getting 
out the gospel, and wish at the same time to receive 
four per cent interest on your capital, payable semi- | 
annually, please write Dr. John R. Rice, president Sword | 
of the Lord Foundation, Wheaton, Dinois. 


every other human being on earth, 
every one who ever lived, except 
Jesus Christ alone, who was Son 
of God as well as Son of man. 


However you appear to men, in 
God’s sight you are a sinner. I 
remember in a tent meeting in 
Bridgeport, Texas, how a lovely 
young woman of fine family and 
character, sat in the choir and re- 
sisted all those who would urge 
her to be saved. But one night I 
said to her, “In God’s sight you 
are a sinner, are you not?” She 
colored and said with some em- 
barrassment, ‘Well, in God’s sight 
I may be, but in men’s sight I 
am just as good as anybody else, 
and better than most.” Oh, but 
poor sinner, it is God who must 
judge you, through His Son, and 
God sees your heart. And in the 
secret closets of your heart you 
are the same kind of sinner as 
every human being ever born. All 
of us alike are brother and sister 
to the thief, the murderer, the 
whore-monger and harlot, the 
wayward prodigal and the dis- 
honest publican. Under the skin, 
where God sees, all of us alike 
are sinners. 


This poor Pharisee who thanked 
God that he was not as other men 
are, deceived himself into Hell. I 
pray you that you will not do the 
same wicked and foolish thing. A 
Pharisee is as much lost as a pub- 
lican if- he be not genuinely con- 


verted, born again. And a publican 


can be saved as easily as a Phar- 
isee, if both alike repent of their 
sins and turn to Christ for mercy 
and salvation. : 

If you are one of those who 
‘trust in themselves that they are 
righteous,’ I hope you will be 
shocked into your senses by the 
story of this good man who was 
lost. 

I have no doubt that Hell will 
be filled up with people who obey- 
ed the laws of the land. More than 
that, Hell will have millions of 
people who attended church, who 
prayed, who were confirmed or 


baptized, people who were active 
in the churches! Good people go . 


to Hell when they do not repent, 
when they do not honestly get 
converted, born again. 


Il. A BAD MAN SAVED 


Little is said about the publican. 
Only one sentence describes his 
prayer. “And the publican, stand- 
ing afar off, would not lift up so 
much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” Let 
us see certain facts about this bad 
man. 


1. He Was Certainly A Bad 
Man 


He frankly confessed it. 

He frankly said, ‘I am a sin- 
ner.’ In fact, the article, used in, 
the Greek is the definite article. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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A Good Man Lost 


(Continued from page 7) : 
He is not simply confessing that 
he is a sinner, but he said really, 
“Have mercy on me, the sinner.” 
He probably meant that he was the 
very sinner mentioned by the 
Pharisee. While the Pharisee 
thanked God that he was not as 
other men, even as this publican, 
that he was no extortioner, no un- 
righteous man, no adulterer, the 
poor publican frankly seemed to 
confess, “I am that very kind of 
a sinner myself, the kind that the 
Pharisee is not. I have gone about 
extorting money from _ people, 
snatching and confiscating here 
and there, under’ the guise of a 
tax-collector. I am a wicked, un- 
righteous man. I am an adulterer.” 


The Roman system of taxation 
was very simple, but led to great 
sin. A province would be farmed 
out by the government to a cer- 
tain tax collector for a certain 
round net sum. He in turn farmed 
out the cities and towns to other 
tax collectors, for varying sums, 
depending upon the population and 
wealth. Each tax collector turned: 
in for the government the amount 
required, but was allowed to gath- 
er for himself~-alt the surplus he 
could get. So tax collectors were. 
generally rich and generally cor- 
rupt, and universally hated. The 
worst men sought that kind of job, 
and the job made them into worse 
sinners. And this publican, this 
tax-gatherer, has come to the 
temple to pray and frankly con- 
fesses he is a sinner. 


How many poor people had been 
robbed by this man who had been 
made rich by the misery of others! 
Many times, I doubt not, he had 
taken the only ox or ass of some 
poor man, had boldly, in the name 
of the law, carried out the furni- 
ture of a widow. And this poor 
publican, very likely, was guilty 
of all the sins with which the 
Pharisee, by implication, charged 
him. He was not only an extor- 
tioner, that is, seizing the money 
and property of the poor as well 
as the rich, under the pretense of 
taxes (though largely for his own 
gain); he also was an unjust man, 
that is literally, an unrighteous, 
wicked man. The Pharisee had 
turned and glanced toward the 
wicked publican and_ prayed, 
‘Thank God, I am not an adulter- 
er.’ Who can doubt that the pub- 
lican was just that? Crooked, dis- 
honest, adulterous, the wicked 
publican may very likely have 
been a drunkard and a blasphem- 
ing, profane man. All this was 
probably involved in his simple 
confession that he was “the sin- 
ner.” 


If ever a man deserved condem- 
nation, and deserved to go to Hell, 
this man did. Where could you 
find a man who had wronged more 
people? He had been untrue to 
his own wife, it is inferred, and 
had sinned against both God and 
man. How different from the 
moral, religious, praying Pharisee! 

I take it that this publican felt 
very ill-at-ease in the temple. He 
had not often been there, I sup- 
pose. I suppose he had not been 
accustomed to prayer. I think that 
the times he had mentioned God’s 
name had been in cursing, like so 
many other profane men. today 
who must meet an angry God for 
their sin of taking God’s name in 
Vain. 

And do you suppose that this 
ravening extortioner, who went 
about seizing other people’s goods 
brought the tithe of his income to 
God, as did the Pharisee? Not on 
your life! He did mot count him- 
self a steward of God. He did not 
feel that property was a holy 
trust, or he would not have been 
forcibly seizing it from the poor. 
I doubt if he had ever bowed his 
head to thank God for the food 
at his table. How far away from 
God he had been, living a selfish, 
wicked, unholy life. And now he 
comes to the temple to pray. At 
first glance, it seems that he would 
surely be refused and that God 
would scorn any prayer he would 
make! At first glance we would 
think that a just and holy God 
would turn His face away from 
one so wicked. How unlikely it 
seems that the publican would be 
blessed more than the upright and 
religious and kindly Pharisee! But 


' that.is exactly what happened. We | 
are told that the publican “went 


rather than the. other.” He went 
home saved, forgiven, happy in 
the smile of God, and with nothing 
held against him! 

Let us consider why God heard 
him,: and how such a sinner was 
saved. And oh, God grant that 
other sinners who read may be 
saved the same way! 


2. He Honestly Confessed 
His Sin 

Here is the first lesson that any- 
one ought to learn who expects to 
meet God in peace. Proverbs 28:13 
says, “He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper; but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” Here is exactly what 
was wrong with the Pharisee; he 
did not admit he was a sinner, 
and he did not come for mercy. 

There is only one gate through 
which one may approach to God, 
and that gate is clearly marked, 
“For Sinners Only.” In hotels and 
public buildings we see doors 
marked, “For Employees Only.’’ In 
the South some cars and some 
sections of street cars are reserved 
for whites only or for colored 
only. But the way to Heaven, the 
way to peace with God, is for 
sinners only. The gospel of the 
Bible is a medicine prescribed only 


for those who are sick—those sick 
with sin. Jesus Himself said, ‘They 
that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick” (Matthew 
9:12). 


It is said that in ancient days a 
courtier accustomed to sit at the 
king’s table, one day soiled his 
beautiful silks and dared not ap- 
pear before the king in his soiled 
garments. Then he remembered 
that each day the noble and kindly 
king opened his door and fed at 
his table beggars from the street, 
all who were hungry and penni- 
less. So the courtier laid aside his 
silks and dressed himself in the 
rags of a beggar and then was 
welcomed, as other beggars, to sit 
at the king’s table and look in his 
face! 

And I say unto you dear readers, 
that only those who admit they 
are undone beggars, sinners, who 
deserve nothing from God but 
condemnation, only self-confessed 
sinners, I say, can have God’s sal- 
vation. Jesus Christ died for sin- 
ners and nobody else! 

This publican made no alibis, no 
excuses! Rather, he was like the 
dying thief described in Luke 23: 
39-43 who said, “Thou art in the 
same condemnation and we indeed 
justly.” He was like the prodigal 


pen in failure, in rags, in hunger, 
to say, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, 


the pages of this booklet. 


Bibl 


son returning home from the hog 


and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son” (Luke 15:21). Oh, 
it is good to see sinners who know 
they are sinners and confess it! 
That is the kind of people who get 
saved. 


The ‘Christian Scientist’ blatant- 
ly declares that there is no such 
thing as sin, that it is only an 
error of mortal mind. The modern- 
ist, denying the Bible and the 
teaching of Jesus Christ, says 
that we are all the children of 
God, by nature, that none are es- 
sentially wicked, and that all man 
needs is a little help, by laws and 
schools and labor unions, by soup 
and soap and security. And the 
lodges teach that men need only 
to subdue their passions and 
develop their capacities; that any 
man by character can deserve the 
approval of the “Grand Architect 
of the Universe,’’ and dwell forever 
in the ‘Elysian Fields.’ Alas, men 
do not like to admit they are 
sinners. But no one was ever sav- 
ed any other way. You must con- 
fess to God you are a poor un- 
done sinner, or you must burn for- 
ever in Hell. God has no salvation 
for anybody but sinners, self-con- 
fessed sinners. 


A young woman in Chicago 
heard me preach on the Christian 
Business Men’s program broadcast 


over radio WJJD from the Grand 


} 
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DIVORCE, THE WRECK OF MARRIAGE. The latest title | 
in this series. A brief scriptural treatment of the sanctity of 
marriage and the sinfulness of divorce. Tells eight ways to 
restore lost love and happiness in marriage. There’s much 
sound advice and comfort for unhappily married couples in 


CORRECTION AND DISCIPLINE OF CHILDREN. Contains 
e truth on the subject suggested by the title. Proves that 
children need correction, that parents must account for the 
discipline and control of their children. Shews how lack of 


Opera House, some years ago. She 
wrote to tell me that she was al- 
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Loses 
the 
stronger—many say. 


Salvation. 


Is a comp 
security of a believer. 
Very kindly 


most in despair. Other preachers, 
she said, either had not had time 
or did not know how to help her. 
I wrote her and she came to see 
me. Sitting in the hotel lobby, she 


told of her training in Bible in-. 


stitute, how she had preached the 
gospel on street corners, professing 
entire sanctification, how she had 
gone to be a missionary in the 
mountains. But strangely, she had 
seemed to become devil-possessed. 
Every kind of blasphemy and curs- 
ing ran through her mind, con- 
tinually, she said. She was tempt- 
ed to curse God, tempted to go out 
into the vilest sin. God seemed a 
million miles away, and she could 
not find the way to peace—could 
I help her? 

After prayerfully asking a few 
questions, I said to her, “In Bible 
institute you were praised for your 
sweet voice, for your devotion to 
Christ. After hearing your testi- 
mony, many people told you they 
wished they could be as consecrat- 
ed, as holy as you were. You took 
it upon you to preach, though the 
Bible clearly forbids women 
preachers to mixed congregations. 
Now, I do not know whether I can 
help you. It will depend altogether 
on’ your answer to this question. 
Do you realize what a wicked sin- 
ner you are in God's sight?” 

The poor girl looked at me a 
moment and then dropped her 


(Continued on page 9) 
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CAN A SAVED PERSON EVER BE LOST? One of the P| 
strongest booklets ever written on this subject. 
Seriptures sometimes presented te teach that a 
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discipline in the home leads to public shame and how whippin 
children keeps them out of Hell. Also gives Susannah Wesley's 
rules for rearing children. A valuable booklet for parents. - 


HOW GREAT SOUL WINNERS WERE FILLED WITH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. Glorious experiences, testimonies and facts about 
D. L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, Charles H. 
Spurgeon, Charles G. Finney, Billy Sunday and many other 
great soul winners. Shows what the fullness of the Spirit 
means and how to receive this power. Every personal worker 
should have a copy. It will enrich service for Christ. 


PETTING AND THE SCARLET SIN. Bible teaching on 2 
groatiy neglected theme. Plain, but chaste. Needed to effset the 
alse teaching given in many high schools and most colleges 
end universities. No Christian young person, no parent, no 
pastor or Sunday school teacher can afford to be without this 


booklet. Nothing else like it. 


RELIGIOUS BUT LOST. Proof from the Bible that millions 
who expect to go to Heaven will never get there. Proves that 
many church members, lodge members, religious, moral people, 
and many preachers are really lost and will go to Hell. I¢ con- 
victs ef sin and points the way to salvation in Christ. 


HEALING IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. A sane and Scrip- 
‘tural booklet on a very controversial subject. It recognizes 
God’s power to heal and the fact that it is usually His will 
to heal, but also presents proof that it is sometimes God’s will 
fer Christians to use doctors and medicine. A clear discussion 
of healing in the atonement. Personal testimonials. Taken from 
large book on Prayer. 


VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. Proef from the 
Bible that the original manuscripts are the product of direct, 
divine revelation. Scholarly, inexpensive, simple and effective. 
Every Christian should have one handy to help .those . who 
doubt. Also includes a message on the Scientific Accuracy ef 
the Bible. Proves the Bible to be infallibly correct. 


RELIGIOUS WIVES AND SLACKER HUSBANDS. A mes- 
sage for the hour! It tells what is wrong with the modern 
home. A n message on a vital subject. Shows God’s way 
for blessing and happiness in the home. Thousands have read 
with great blessing. Many have reported victory because of it. 
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TRAILED BY A WILD BEAST, or Be Sure Your Sin wi @ 
Find You Out. A sermon that sinners can’t forget. Penetrating Jj 
and convicting. Very attractive and appealing. A message that ai 
gets results. Also in this same pamphiet a tender message on o 
“Come Unto Me.” —~- = 


THE LAST JUDGMENT OF THE UNSAVED DEAD. A 
clear, evangelistic exposition of Revelation, chapter 20. One of 
the strongest messages ever preached by Dr. Rice. Used all over te 
America. Tells what will happen when all the unsaved will have 
to stand before God and be judged for their sins. Much Bible 
teaching, and plain, tender exhortation. For saint and sinner. jj 
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CHRIST’S LITERAL REIGN ON EARTH From David's my 

Throne At Jerusalem. A Bible filled message answering many w 
problems concerning this all-important subject. Every student 

of Bible prophecy should have a copy. Clear and concise, but 

extremely helpful. e 


NEGLECT—THE SHORTEST WAY TO HELL. A powerful ™ 
message for the unsaved. Attractive cover design, impressive 
illustrations. Will aronse and convert ners; will burden 
Christians and create a passion for souls. Get a large supply gp 
today ! 


THE UNEQUAL YOKE. This message needed today as never 
before. Presents clearly the Bible teachings on Christians being Ml 
wnequally yoked together with unbelievers in lodges, in church- gy 


-es and in marriage. Every Christian needs this message! w 


THE BACKSLIDER. One of the most attractive booklets. m 
Here are chapter gs: (1) What Is a yr ry ong (2) Why 


headin 
People Backslide, the Old Adamic Nature. Sorrows af 


Backsliding. (4) Backslider, Saved or Lost? (5) How to Get gy 
Back to a Fellowship With God. Tender and sympathetic, “e 
yet firm, Scriptural and scholarly, t. a 


A GOOD MAN LOST AND A BAD MAN SAVED. Anether @ 
of Dr. Rice’s well known evangelistic messages. Gripping and * 
tender. Shows how many moral people will be lost while many J 
wicked, immoral sinners will be saved. Proves that good ‘% 
works are not enough, that it is faith in Christ that saves. 2 


TOBACCO—IS ITS USE A SIN? Cigarette Facts. How toe Quit. 


Scriptural and scientific evidence that tobacco is harmful to 
the and a hindrance to the Christian life. Will lead gy 
thousands to quit. ¥ 


| 
SERMON FROM A CATHOLIC BIBLE. A reverent and s 
kindly Bible sermon ef interest to Catholics and Protestants 

alike, from a Catholic Bible. Has led many Catholics to Christ. 
What the Catholic Bible says about the Bible, the infallibility of gy 
the Pope, should priests marry, the Mass, the sinner’s mediator, ge 
and how to be saved. ® 
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INFIDELS—ANSWERED BY 3 IMMORTALS. Answers on- Ml 
believers in the Bible in three parts—‘‘My Infidelity and What 
Became of It,” by Dr. B. H. Carroll; ‘How I Know There -logg 
a God,” by Dr. R. A. Torrey; “D. L. end the Free- 
Thinkers,” told by Mr. Soltau. The answer to infidelity. (Com- 
piled by Dr. Rice). : a, 
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Lot the Compromiser 


(Continued from page 4) 
about his righteous soul being 
vexed. He was just a weakling. 
He didn’t have moral intestinal 
fortitude. He didn’t have moral 
backbone. He didn’t have stand- 
ards that meant much to him. 
He was one of these weak softies. 
What we need in America is more 
red-blooded Christianity. What we 
need is some spiritual vitamins 
that will give us red blood. What 
we need in this country is to build 
character again. Listen, we have 
a hothouse-plant Christian char- 
acter in America. 


I have just been down in south- 
east Alabama, was over the roads 
I used to travel when I was a little 
fellow. I thought about my old 
daddy. He used to have family 
prayer at night and sometimes 
whip me before I would go to 
slecp. When I get to Heaven, I 
am going to thank him. 

We tell our students at Bob 
Jones University, “What does it 
take to stop you?” That is a test 
of your character. It is so easy 
to stop some people. Any time 
man waves a lantern, they stop. 
We need more of those old-time 
preachers in this country. 


When I was a boy, I was down 
in southeast Alabama with those 
old preachers who went out over 
that country to preach the gospel. 
And the greatest preaching I have 
ever heard in my life I heard in 
those piney woods when I was a 
boy. I know some of them were 
butchering the king’s English, but 
they were not looking for a job; 
they were lodking for an oppor- 
tunity to preach. Now they are 
Saying, “You want a job, don’t 


you? You had better go along with 


the machine.” I imagine, Dr. For- 
rest, you meet it. They meet my 
preacher boys out on the field, 
some of these religious bosses. [ 
am not talking about these denom- 
inations. Listen, I have put more 
people in the religious denomina- 
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tions in this country than any 
living man. I’ve got a right to 
talk, but I resent this little re- 
ligious boss group that is taking 
the thing over and making folks 
holler for them. A lot of them are 
crying, “Church loyalty.’ They 
meet my boys, but they don’t say, 
“You'll be a better preacher if you 
go to some other school.’ They say, 
“You'll get a better job.” The 
man who tells a preacher he will 
get a better job by going to any 
kind of school or taking any kind 
of stand is trying to bribe him. 
That’s crooked. 


You are entitled to whatever you 
find on the road of God’s purpose 
in your life. If you stumble over 
some money, all right. If you get 
a good salary, all right! But watch 
yourself that the Devil doesn’t get 
you with a salary. If you are look- 
ing for the money, there is some- 
thing wrong with you. Paul didn’t 
have, any ecclesiastical arms to 
carry him around. That little Jew 
met Christ on the Damascus road 
and he started running for Jesus 
and nothing could stop him. I 
have said many a time that a 
jail built on his pathway meant 
nothing to Paul. He would run 
through one of them and come out 
on the other side with a convert 
under one arm and the prison gate 
under the other, and keep running 
to the next town. Now the trouble 
with us is we are accepting man- 
made standards. We have a char- 
acter shield. That is the tragedy in 
this country. No wonder we have 
juvenile crime. 


Vow to Set Up Standards 
Again 

I hope when we Christian 
people go home from this confer- 
ence we will set up standards 
again. There has never been a 
time in my life when it has been 
as hard to maintain standards as 
it is now. Do you know that the 
fundamentalists of America criti- 
cize Bob Jones University more 
for its discipline than modernists 
criticize us for our orthodoxy? 
Even we fundamentalists are ef- 
fected by the moral looseness of 
this country. It has got hold of us. 
We are falling for it. Our children 
are falling for it. It is not easy 
to maintain standards. Lot didn’t 
maintain them. You can’t conceive 
of that, can you? 


Now, here is a man with two 
daughters. The established custom 
was to take care of the guests 
regardless. Under your roof, you 
should protect them. All right, as 
long as you can do it and be true 
to God, that is all right. As long 
as you can do it and take care 
of your children, all right. Here 
is a man who said, “I have two 
daughters. I'll let their virtue go, 
I’ll sacrifice them on the altar 
of human depravity, let them go 
to Hell rather than break an 
established custom.” O God, be 
merciful to America! O Lord God, 


SGUND tun FILM 


SWEEPING THE NATION 


An amazing Missionary sermon in sound, 
coior and motion picture 


_ Pagan Practices in Africa 


A MUST for your Church, Youth Rally 
or Missionary Conference. Write for. in- 
formation for rental, or for a showing by 
our representative to: 
SIDNEY CORRELL, 
‘United World Mission, 
Box. No. 8, Riverside Station, 
Dayton 5, Ohio. 


Dr. Clyde Taylor of Washington, D.C. 
said, “The most startling Missionary 
picture I have ever seen.’’ 


————— es 


Watch For 
Special 
Sunday School 
Issue 


September 7! 


ke 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
( 
/ 
/ 
( 


PPO OOOO OO Oe ee ae ee OI Eee ee 


come to our rescue and our help! 
Give us some standards. 


When I was a boy we had them. 
We didn’t always live up to them, 
but we had them. And I want to 
tell you, it is good to have them 
even if you don’t live up to them. 
It is worse to pull standards down 
to our own level of human de- 
pravity than it is to fail to reach 
even your standards. It is worse 
to try to make a thing right that 
is wrong than it is to know that 
something is wrong and in weak- 
ness do it. 

When I was a boy we knew 
there was a God, we knew there 
was a Heaven, we knew there was 
a Hell, and we spent our lives 
running from the Devil. They said 
the Devil will get you if you do 
that. 


I heard Homer Hammontree say 
that when he was a’boy in east 
Tennessee that he and Charlie 
Alexander, that great gospel sing- 
er, one day were driving some 
cows and:Homer cussed the cow. 
Charlie said, “Homer, don’t you 
cuss those cows. The Devil will 
get you for that.” 

We knew there was a Devil. He 
was after us all the time. We 
knew there was a Hell. Nobody 
had to argue with us about there 
being a Hell. We knew we de- 
served it. We have raised a gen- 
eration that thinks they are too 
good to go to Hell and they are 
just the very gang that is going 
there. 

Poor Lot. He lived in this wick- 
ed city all that time and didn’t 
even get his family out, much less 
enybody else. Wouldn’t you have 
thought Lot would have saved 


he would have gotten someone. No, 
it doesn’t. No man like that ever 
gets anybody. 

A woman said to me, 
know what I do? I’m a churcn 
member but I smoke cigarettes 
because I can run around with 
certain people and make contacts 
that way. I go to bridge parties 
and drink some cocktails. I do 
that because I come in contact 
with people and I have an oppor- 
tunity to help them.” 

Quit your lying! Quit your 
humbugging! Quit your hypocrisy! 
You don’t mean a word of it. I 
never saw anybody like that who 
won the lost to Jesus Christ. 

I know certain preachers in this 
country who join all the clubs, 
making their contacts, running 
around—everything. I never saw 
one of them in my life who was 
a great soul winner. Your business 
as a Christian is to maintain 
standards and exalt Jesus Christ 
and live right. If the stars fail 
out of the sky, live right and 
don’t sell out. 

I know Lot was a dirty old 
compromiser or he would have 
saved somebody in Sodom. But he 
walked out of there with just two 
daughters, the ones he tried to 
sell to the Devil before he left. 
Got out there and the. Devil 
wouldn’t take them in the city 
where he lived. They got eut of 
the city and helped damn him 
themselves. Listen, if God gave 
you a baby and you held that 
baby in your arms and lived the 
right kind of a life, brought up the 
child right, that child is not go- 
ing to Hell. “Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from 


it” (Prov. 22:6). 


Years ago I was at the Pacific 
Garden Mission. Harry Monroe, 
that prince of mission workers, 
was there. I walked in and took 
my seat among the bumiest of 
the bums, the toughest of | the 
toughs, the most slimy of the 
slums. Harry Monroe stood up and 
said, “Jesus can save any of you. 
You may be a miserable sinner, 
but Jesus can save you. You may 
have broken your mother’s heart, 


but Jesus can save you.” Harry 


A Good Man Lost 


eo. 


(Continued from page 8) 


face in her hands and began to 
sob. I saw the tears falling be- 
tween her fingers. “A sinner!” she 
said. “I am the greatest sinner 
that ever lived. I ought to be in 
Hell right now! I wonder why God 
lets me live, anybody to whom He 
has been so kind and who has 
been so wicked, so vile, so self- 
willed. Yes, of course I am a 
sinner,” she said. 


“Then I can certainly tell you 
how to have peace and joy and 
the whole thing settled happily,” 
I said. And we turned together to 
I John 1:9, and she claimed and 
received the perfect cleansing and 
forgiveness promised to all who 
will confess their sins. 

Reader, nothing but sin, sin un- 
confessed, unlamented and unre- 
pented, can keep you from God 
and peace. If you want to bé sav- 
ed, then admit that you are a sin- 
ner. And even if you are a back- 
slidden Christian who has _ lost 
your joy, lost the assurance of 
salvation, lost the sweet con- 
sciousness of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit—then what you need 
to do is to confess your sins, and 
“Tf we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness” (I John 1:9). 


3. The Publican Had A 
Repentant Heart 
The publican did not say so, but 
he had definitely resolved in his 
heart to forsake his sin. He was 
not any good, but he wanted to 
be good. He had lived a wild and 
profligate life no doubt, but he 
wanted purity and holiness and 


Monroe said, “Boys, if you want 
Jesus Christ, come on up here.” 
They started down the aisle. I 
saw a bummy old bum with bloated 
face, bloody eyes, stagger to the 
front and fall down in the front 
seat. Harry Monroe said, “Stop 
singing! stop. singing! Wait a 
minute. I never saw this guy be- 
fore, but I venture that this guy 


somebody in the town? Looks like | 


“You | 


|! had a good mother. I venture he 
i was brought up in a Christian 
home. I venture he was reared 
right.” 

The bum looked up to him and 
said, “Who told you about my 
mother? She is the best Christian 
that ever lived. She is not to 
blame for this. My daddy is a 
good Christian. I want God to 
get me right. I have gone far 
away.” I leaned over and I said, 
“Harry, how did you know that?”’ 

“Bob, I have seen thousands of 
bums, but I. can count on the 
fingers of my hands the bums that 
I ever saw from Christian homes, 
properly reared. Whenever I see 
a bum like that, I find him on 
his way back to God. And there 
is something about the way he 
kneels at the mourner’s bench that 
tells me this story—that he had 
a good mother and a good home.” 


Fathers and mothers, let’s go 
home from this conference and 
set up our standards again. If 
everybody in the community does 
something wrong, let’s do right. 
If all the neighbors set up false 
standards, let’s keep our stand- 
ards. Let us be sure that in every- 
thing we set up God’s standard of 
right. Regardless of the standards 
around us, if they are not in line 
with that standard, you can be 
sweet, you can be a gentleman, 
you can be a lady—you don’t have 
to be a roughneck, you don’t have 
to be uncouth, but you do have to 
do right. Don’t take the con- 
sequences that Lot had to take 
with his wife burned up. He got 
out of the city and he smelled 
burning flesh. He couldn't teil 
whether it was the flesh of his 
daughters he had left behind, or 
the flesh of his wife, or the flesh 
of his sheep, or goats. Two of his 
daughters went out with him and 
according to his report they had 
been up to that time virtuous 
girls. They got him drunk and 
went to ruin with their father. 


Lord God of mercy and God of 
justice have mercy on us because 
Thy Son died for us and You can 
be just and our Justifier. Keep us 
faithful. Forgive our sins. Forgive 
us if we have taken up customs, 
most of us, contrary to God's 
standards. Bring us back to that, 


which is right. Bless us here now. 


righteousness. There can be no 
honest doubt that this crooked 
tax-collector planned to be a crooks 
no longer. 


“standing afar off, would not lift 
up so much as his’ eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his 
breast?” He stands afar off, be- 
cause he admits that in his heart 
he is not near to God. He admits 
that he is unworthy. There is a 
sense of shame in the way he 
stands, far away from the altar. 
His downcast eyes plainly tell us 
that he is sorry for his sin. He 
smites upon his breast in deepest 
contrition. This man hates his sins, 
as he confesses them, and his heart 
honestly turns to God for forgive- 
ness. He plans to live a new life. 

In the next chapter of Luke 
(Luke 19:1-10), we have the story 
of the conversion of Zacchaeus. He 
also was a publican. He climbed a 
tree where he could see Jesus as 
He came by, and when Jesus Jook- 
ed up and saw him and said, 
“Zacchaeus, make haste, and come 
down; for today I must abide at 
thy house,” then he hurried down 
the tree joyfully. Standing before 
Jesus, this publican said, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have taken 
any thing from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him four- 
fold.” I think that Zacchaeus did 
not mean that this course had been 
his usual practice. No, no, as soon 
as he was converted he set out io 
restore fourfold what he had taken 
by false accusation, and he re- 
solved that henceforth he would 
give half his goods to the poor. I 
believe that the publican in the 
temple was as thoroughly penitent 
as Zacchaeus, honestly forsaking 
his sin. 

Levi, another publican, was con- 
verted, left all and followed Jesus 
and became Matthew, apostle and 
author of the first gospel (Matt. 
9:9). He, too, repented. 

This is what the Pharisee cid 
not do. He felt he needed 
change; he thanked God he 
even what he was. 

Remember that other Pharisees, 
along with Sadducees, came to 
hear the preaching of John the 
Baptist by the river Jordan. He 
had said to them, “O generation 
of vipers, who hath warned’ you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bring forth therefore fruits mect 
for repentance” (Matt. 3:7.8). He 
demanded that these self-right- 
eous Pharisees should all repent 
and show some evidence of an 
honest change in heart and life, 
if: they were to be baptized. 

We are not to judge people by 
outward appearances. One who 
honestly comes to trust in Christ 
is saved. Many are saved, as I was, 
without tears. But how sweet it is 
when there is outward evidence 
of the honest penitence of heart. 
How my heart rejoices when I 
see the tears of sinners, when I 
see the trembling lips, when I hear 
the heart-broken confession of a 
man or woman who is sorry for 
his or her sin and really intends 
to live out-and-out for God. The 
publican was penitent. He not only 
confessed his sins, but surely he 
hated them and forsook them, 


4. The Publican Asked 
For Mercy 

Here the difference between the 
Pharisee and the publican is clear- 
ly marked. The Pharisee presented 
his own good deeds to God; he 
needed no mercy, he thought, and 
he asked for none. The poor pub- 
lican, owning his guilt, confess- 
ing his wickedness, pleaded for 
mercy. 

We are reminded of the differ- 
ence between Cain and Abel when 
they brought their offerings to 
God. Cain brought of the fruits 


Was 


care kept the crops from insects 
and weeds, and Cain brought the 
fruit of his labor to God. God was 
not well-pleased with such an of- 
fering, representing human right- 
eousness. On the contrary, Abel, 
by faith, brought the firstlings of 


was shed by righteous Abel, 


pictured the coming Saviour and 
appealed for mercy. As Dr. H. A. 
Ironside has well said, there are 


(Continued on page 11) 


Did you notice that the publican, 
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Use the handy coupon on page 5 and 
save 20% /O-* 


DON’T DELAY; DO iT TODAY! 


Dr. John Linton 


oe Fea 


Friday, August 24, 1951 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


A Good Man Lost 


(Continued from page 9) 


only two religions; some men hope 
to be saved by their doing. Others 
hope to be saved by what God has 
already done. So some come plead- 
ing their own merits. Some come 
confessing their sin but asking for 
mercy. 

Every sinner that ever comes 
to God must come like a beggar 
to God’s back door, filthy, un- 
worthy, with no money to pay and 
no work to do to gain God’s favor, 
but receiving from God’s hand, out 
of His infinite bounty, the salvation 
and forgiveness which He loves to 
give sinners. What a sweet word 
is mercy! 

But there is more to the word 
than that. Perhaps a better trans- 
lation of the prayer of the publi- 
can would be, “God, be propitiated 
toward me.” The thought is this; 
“The sacrifice has been offered. 
By the atoning blood, which pays 
for my sin, look upon me in 
mercy,” the sinner pleads. In the 
Scofieid Bible’ the note on this 
prayer of the publican says, “As 
an instructed Jew, the publican 
is thinking, not of mere mercy, 
but of the blood sprinkled mercy 
seat... His prayer might be 
paraphrased, ‘Be toward me as 
thou art when thou lookest upon 
the atoning blood.’ The Bible 
knows nothing of divine forgive- 
ness apart from sacrifice.” God 
have mercy on sinners? Can God 
save a poor wicked sinner who 
ought to be in Hell? Yes, He can, 
provided Someone else pays the 
sinner’s debt and takes the sin- 
ner’s place. And this poor publican 
seemed to know that God had a 
Sacrifice provided, a Lamb that 
would take away the sin of the 
world. He seemed to Know that in 
order for him to have mercy, God 
must be propitiated, that is, Some- 
one must honestly pay for sin so 
God could righteously forgive it. 


How much the publican knew 
about the Saviour, we are not 


told. But every Jew knew that for 
hundreds of years bloody sacrifices 
had been offered, all of them look- 
ing forward to the coming of the 
Messiah who would pay for man’s 
sins and make a way of salvation. 
And so the poor sinner, a self- 
confessed sinner who ought to 
have been in Hell; asked God, for 
the sake of His own Son that He 
would send, to be propitiated and 
to look with mercy upon the sin- 
ner and forgive him! 


You who read this, do you 
realize that it is only by the aton- 
ing blood of Jesus Christ that you 
could be saved? Do you look up 
into the face of God and ask Him 
to have mercy on you, not for your 
own sake, but because Jesus has 
died and the debt has been paid 
on the cross? That is the only 
way that God ean have mercy. 


If God were to ignore sin, it 
would be wicked and unrighteous. 
If God were to let sin go by as 
if it did not matter, and forgive 
it with a nod, without exacting 
the penalty of anyone, then God 
Himself would be a party to sin. 
But that, God could never do and 
never be. It is only by the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ that sin 
can be paid for and God, an ag- 
grieved and righteously angry God, 
can. be propitiated: God Himself 
provided that man’s debt should 
be paid so that He then, in mercy, 
could save poor sinners. 

When Jesus died, then justice 
had been meted out. Sin has been 
punished. The honest debt has 
been paid. And on the basis of 
the sacrifice of His innocent Son, 
God is willing- to be propitiated 
toward the penitent sinner and 
to forgive him. Let us all remember 
that mercy is based on sacrifice. 
Only by faith in the blood of 
Jesus Christ can any sinner right- 
fully ask God for mercy. God 
never forgives, God never shows 
mercy, in the sense of saving souls, 


except as the sinner puts his trust 
in the bloody sacrifice which pays 
for sin. 

How sweet it is to know that 


God is already propitiated! Jesus | 


Christ has already made peace for 
us! We do not need to face the 
frown of an angry God. The 
moment we repent of our sins and 
look to the Lamb of God, and ask 
mercy on that basis, we shall have 
it! 

This is the reason that Jesus 
said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life: no man cometh un- 
to the Father, but by me” (John 
14:6). The only way to God’s 
mercy is through Jesus Christ. 
There is no mercy for the modern- 
ist. There is no mercy for the 
Unitarian, who denies the deity of 
Christ and His atoning, substitu- 
tionary death on the cross. The 
only mercy which is offered in 
the Bible is the mercy offered 
Because of the atoning blood of 
Jesus Christ. 


A great old song says, 


“Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary. 

They pour effectual prayers; 
They strongly plead for me. 
“Forgive him, Lord, forgive, they 

cry, 
‘Nor let that ransomed sinner 
die!” 


Oh, the wounds of our Saviour! 
Oh, the blood poured out on Cal- 
vary! Oh, the suffering of the 
blameless Lamb of God! These are 
all my hope and all my confidence 
and assurance. I can come boldly 
to God for mercy when I remem- 
ber that His justice has been 
satisfied, that He is propitiated, 
and that His anger has_ been 
turned away. His own Son, His 
beloved, He allowed to pay my 
debt and thus I may righteously 
have His mercy and forgiveness! 
So it was that the publican pray- 
ed and so he was forgiven and 
saved. He asked forgiveness and 
mercy on the basis of the aton- 
ing sacrifice. He asked that God 
be propitiated toward him and 
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so forgive him. And he went down 
to his house that same day justi- 
fied. 


6. The Publican Received 
Instant Salvation 


I am tired of hearing people 
talk about “holding out faithful.” 
They never were faithful to start 
with—how could they hold out 
faithful? Dr. Houghton, president 
of Moody Bible Institute, said 
once in my hearing, ‘“Peopic 
sometimes pray, ‘Lord, keep us 
humble.’ Isn’t that being presump- 
tuous? Isn’t that taking a good 
deal for granted? How can God 
keep us humble when we have 
never been humble?” People are 
not saved by holding out faithful. 
People were not saved by being 
faithful in the first place. I did 
not deserve salvation when I got 
it, and I never will deserve it, but 
thank God I have it right now. I 
got it when I was a nine-year-old 
boy in the First Baptist Church at 
Gainesville, Texas, when I looked 
up by simple;.child-like faith and 
depended on God to forgive me for 
Jesus’ sake. I did not understand 
it all then; I understand a little 
more now, but not much more of 
the infinite mercy of God. But I 
expected mercy and trusted in 
Christ. for it then, and I got it. 
And thank God I went home a 
saved, forgiven, born-again... boy. 
That is the way the publican was 
saved, instantly. He went down to 
his house already justified. His 
Sins were already blotted out. 
They were not charged against 
him. The blessed promise quoted 
from the Psalms in Romans 4:5-8 
was already true of him. That 
Scripture says, 


“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. Even 
as David also describeth the bless- 
edness of the man, ,unto whom 
God imputeth righteousness with- 
out works, Saying, Blessed are 
they whose iniquities are for- 
given, and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord will not impute sin.” 


You see, salvation is for 
who do not work for it but who 
trust in Christ. And one who has 
trusted in Christ has his sins al- 
ready forgiven and already cover- 
ed and is so blessed and fortunate 
that to him “the Lord will not 
impute sin.” 

The very day that the publican 
in the temple asked for mercy in 
view of the atoning blood, he 
went down to his house with all 
his sins—past, present and future 
—laid on Christ, all paid for, all 
forgiven, all put behind God's 
back. He was in his official stand- 
ing before God, as if he had never 
sinned. He was not only pardoned 
with sins forgiven, but he was 
justified, that is, counted just and 
righteous. 

Some people pray, “Lord, save 
us {In Heaven.” But that prayer is 
not right either about the time nor 
place of salvation. Salvation is to 
be received on earth not in 
Heaven, It is to be received here 
in time, and not in eternity. Sal- 
vation is yours, here and now, 
when you put your trust in Jesus 
Christ, honestly turning to Him 
for mercy. That is why the Scrip- 
ture says so often that “He that 
believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life,” or “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned” (John 
3:18, John 3:36, John 5:24, John 
6:47). 

This poor sinner’s prayer was 
very short, less than one verse, 
and he got up and went home al- 
ready saved. He did not shout 2- 
loud, he did not linger and plead. 
He asked for mercy and got it 
and went home satisfied! 

People, speaking of a_ sinner 
coming to Christ, often talk fool- 
ishly about “praying through.” 
They say that a sinner “finally 
got through,” or that he “wept 
his way to Calvary.” Such terms 
are unscriptural terms and are 
talking about an_ unscriptura! 
doctrine. It does not take lone 
waiting, nor pleading, nor living 
on probation, nor anything else of 
the kind, to get saved. The mo- 
ment one honestly turns his heart 
from sin to trust in the blood of 
Jesus Christ for mercy he is al- 
ready saved. He may go down ‘o 
his house justified, just as the 
poor publican was instantly saved 
and went home happy. Salvation 


| 


those | 


Oh, 


is not based on my doing. It is 
based on Christ’s DONE. When 
He died on the cross, He said, “It 
is finished,” and when I trusted 
my case to Him, depending upon 
the merit of His blood shed on 
Calvary then truly, for me sal- 
vation was finished. I was instant- 
ly God's child. 

Not a single Scripture indicates 
that salvation is a long process. 
Not a single Scripture indicates 
that the sinner is put on probation 
and if he holds out faithfully and 
lives a godly life he will at last 
be saved. That is not Scriptural 
language. And all the cases in the 
Bible where we are clearly told 
that one was saved, indicate that 
the sinner was saved instantly 
when he trusted. The prodigal son 
was instantly received when he 
came home. The dying thief was 
instantly forgiven when he turned 
to Jesus and said, “Lord remem- 
ber me.” The woman who was a 
sinner, who wept over the feet 
of Jesus at the house of Simon 
the Pharisee, heard Jesus say, 
“Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven,’ and again, “Thy sins 
are forgiven” and again, “Thy 
faith hath saved thee, go in peace” 
(Luke 7:47-50). The salvation of 
the Bible is instant salvation. The 
poor publican went down to his 
house already justified. 


Conclusion 

Do you mean, Brother Rice, that 
I can this moment, sitting here in 
my chair, or kneeling or standing, 
instantly turn to God for mercy 
and forgiveness, and have it? 
That is someone’s thought. I an- 
swer, without hesitation, Absolute- 
ly yes! This very moment, if your 
heart will turn from your sins, 
and if you will look to God for 
mercy on the basis that Jesus has 
died for you and paid for your 
sins, and if you will trust that 
matter to Him right now, then 
the very moment you do that you 
are already forgiven and saved, 
already accepted as God’s child, 
and may go your way justified and 
forgiven, assured of Heaven! 

Then do it! Do it NOW! You 
know that you are a sinner. Your 
sins, if 


you to an eternal Hell of torment. 
today repent and turn to 

*hrist in faith for mercy and for- 
giveness. 

If you will take Christ as Saviour, 
I urge you to say yes to God 
right now! Right now admit that 
you are a sinner. Admit that you 
cannot save yourself. And then 
trust Jesus Christ to forgive you 
and save you. His blood has al- 
ready paid for all your sins. Turn 
the matter over to Him this mo- 
ment and believe that He does do 
what He promised to do. 

If you will here and now accept 
Christ as your Saviour, honestly 
turning your life and heart over 
to Him, to live for Him daily, 
then I suggest that you sign the 
following statement now. Do it 
honestly, and mean every word of 
it! Then confess it to your loved 
ones and write and tell,.me about 
it. Or copy the wording on a card 
or letter and send it to me. How 
glad I will be to receive it! I will 
write you an earnest letter of 
counsel and rejoicing, and tell you 
how to live a happy Christian life. 


Decision for Christ 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of The Lord 
Wheaton, Illinois 


I have read your sermon, “A 
Good Man Lost And A Bad Man 
Saved.” Like the publican, I real- 
ize that I am a guilty sinner who 
needs mercy. Today, here and now, 
I confess my sinful state to God; 
I believe that Jesus Christ died 


for me and wants to save me, so° 


this very moment I trust Him to 
do it. I risk Him to forgive my 
sins and save my soul. I write 
this as a confession of my faith in 
Him as my Saviour; and from this 
time forth I will undertake to live 
for Him, by His grace. 


Signed 


Street and No. bs se 


City and State 


Date 


ete ne eT 


(This message may be had in 
pamphlet form, 24 pages, 15c, 
August Sale price, 12c). 
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Strange Short. Stories 


By Dr. Walter L. Wilson 


Some animals have tails 
long tails and some have short tails. Some have smooth tails 
and some tails are fuzzy. Frogs, toads, and guinea pigs have 
no tails. Why should they have tails? Flies never bother 
‘them, and they do not need tails with which to hang from 
the limb of a tree. God used: wisdom in arranging the tail 
business and this tale is in order to bring to our attention 


some of the reasons for tails. 


The tail of the dog tells a re- 
markable story. You can almost 
tell the feelings of the dog by 
watching his tail. Some way or 
‘snother the heart is closely con- 
nected with that member. If the 
dog is happy he wags his tail very 
Vapidly. If he is scolded his tail 
begins to wag slowly and more 
slowly, as he looks pleadingly in- 
to his master’s face for mercy, 
“‘his tail between his legs,” tells 
‘a sad story of defeat, he has been 
wi hipped. On one occasion I had to 
Whip my beautiful little puppy, 
Gwendolyn. She was a brown 
water spaniel with long ears and 
bic web feet. Her favorite indoor 
sport was clawing the curtains 
and the drapes in the parlor. I 
obtained a very tiny switch and 
. her a few light strokes with 
t to observe her actions. She 
crouched down on the floor, her 
fail moving more slowly all the 
time until it almost lay motion- 
Jess. As I scolded her she began to 
crawl nearer and nearer, watching 
my face ‘intently. After enough 
Punishment I laid the switch down, 
smiled and spoke kindly to her. 
How that tail did begin to wag. 
Her sorrows were forgotten in the 
bliss of present forgiveness. The 
wagging of her tail told the story. 

The kindness that exists be- 
tween cows and also between 
fhorses is revealed in the way that 
they may be seen standing to- 
gether in the pasture during the 
hot summer days. Two cows or 
two horses will stand close to- 
gether but in opposite directions; 
in this way the tail of one animal 
seeps the flies off the neck and 
shoulder of the other animal. They 
eare for the little things that 
bother one another. They have an 
interest in the welfare of each 
other, they promote the comfort 
of each other. What a blessing it 
would be if we were of the same 
mind, and sought to add to each 
other’s joys, and never to increase 
each other’s burdens. 


Most monkeys have long tails. 
‘They hang with them, they swing 
with them, they play with them, 
they climb with them. By means 
of these tails they may reach out 
and pull the branch close to them 
and so obtain the distant food. By 
the clever use of the tail they 
gmake a quick getaway, a safe 
escape from the enemy. 


: Moses was told by the Lord 
‘to take up the serpent by the tail: 
It immediately turned into a rod. 
¥ have known of mountaineers 
who by quick action would pick 
up a snake by the tail, and in a 
moment crack it like a whip, 
reaking the neck and bruising 
sthe head. The Scripture tells of 
s2amson who captured a number 
of foxes, tied the tails together by 
‘two and two, fastened a fire-brand 
to the tails, and turned the foxes 
Joose in the standing grain of the 
-Philistines. Whoever would have 
used tails with which to wreak 
vengeance and to inflict so much 
damage (Judg. 15:4)? 

Just to show the details of the 

ible, we read in Job 40:17 about 
the elephant that “He moveth his 
tail like a cedar.” Does God notice 
thow an animal moves its tail? 


and some do not. Some have 


Certainly He does. He made it. He 
devised and designed all the 
muscles that are used in moving 
that tail, and certainly is familiar 
with all the details of it. Let us 
ever remember, and never for- 
get, that God is interested in every 
detail of nature, and that the Lord 
Jesus created every detail of it. 


Israel is compared with the head 
sometimes and at other times to 
the tail of all the nations. In Solo- 
mon’s day, Israel was the head, 
but when Jesus was on earth, 
Israel was the tail. When Israel 
rejected Christ her place was lost 
among the nations, and no more 
was she to rule and reign as the 
head until Christ should return 
and be received by Israel as her 
Lord, her King and her Saviour. 
Israel just now is the least of the 
nations, but is rapidly returning 
to her place in Palestine, where |. 
she will become the head of the 
nations in a future day. 


What is more beautiful than the 
tail of the peacock or more de- 
lightfully interesting than the tail 
of the lyrebird. Only God could 
make such a wonderful creation. 
The peacock’s tail is for beauty, 
and so are many others. The de- 
sign, the blending of the colors, 
the wavy curls, the wonderfully 
soft texture, all speak of the mar- 
velous beauty of our wonderful 
Lord. The One who made these 
beautiful feathers, is more won- 
derful and more beautiful than 
they. No human mind would ever 
have thought of creating so in- 
teresting an appendage on a bird. 


Our God delights in beauty. He]. 


desires to make each Christian 
beautiful in life and charactex. 


‘He can do it, He knows how. 


I saw an unusual sight in south- 
ern Missouri, one day. A peacock 
and a turkey gobbler were strut- 
ting back and forth with their tails 
spread to fullest extent. They 
were seeking to outdo each other 
in displaying their beautiful tails. 
For some time they paraded back 
and forth, close to each other out 
in the bamyard. As I watched 
them with much amusement, I saw 
the peacock suddenly drop his 


tail-feathers and run quickly down’ 


toward the orchard to disappear 
among the trees. Upon making in- 
quiry the farmer told me that the 
peacock had suddenly seen its own 
feet, which are very ugly. He was 
so ashamed that he ran away to 
hide and would not return to the 
house for two or three days. Per- 
haps we would do less strutting, 
and have less pride, if we too were 
to observe the defect in our walk 
and way instead of boasting our- 
selves over others. 


Birds that do a great deal of 
flying, such as the eagle, the buz- 
zard, the dove and the lark use 
the tail to guide the flight. They 
can retard or increase their speed 
or can float gracefully through 
the air by properly spreading the 
tail. God designed this for them, 
and the God who thus cared for 
birds, cares for you. He would like 
to guide you by His Grace, save 
you through His Mercy, and give 
you as an eternal gift to Jesus 
Christ His Son. How can you ex- 


pect to safely navigate this life, 
or traverse the stream of death, 


| without the rich provision God has 


made in the gift of His Son? 


(The above is one of thirty-three 
chapters in the book, Strange 
Short Stories by the Doctor, 123 
pages, paper bound which may be 
purchased for 75c from Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois.) 


Riess Baptist groups in Italy have 
charged that the Italian Minis- 


required special authority to open 
new churches. 


try of the Interior has closed aj|"*’ 
| Baptist church in Lentini and has 


ass ae There were 294,000 births re- 
ported in April, compared with 
260,000 for the same month in 
1950. There were 356,206 marriage 
licenses issued in the first three 
months of 1951, compared with 
301,238 for the first three months 
of 1950. ~- 


eats A survey of high school stu- 
dents shows that 57 per cent of 
the girls and 62 per cent of the 
boys picked a watch as the pre- 
ferred graduation gift. 


.And the Federal Trade Com- 
mission has ordered the American 
Tobacco Co. to stop claiming that 
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DURING AUGUST 


On All Sword Books 


Lucky Strikes are “less irritating.” 


CHRIST 


CARDS 
pe angers Sees * giclee gsc folders is value 


pon he people 
birthday. 7 oo vay Offer we will mail, postpaid for 
, these 2 i Christmas Not 


money g our sat on line of 30 
100%. Write for approval samples. 
SHEPHERD’S “TOWN CARD CO. 
Shepherdstown 


Box 88 , Pa. 


SERMON OUTLINES 


A set of 75 sermon outlines in book form, 
each outline independent of the other. 
Written by 32 different ministers, Con- 
sists of Baccalaureate, Pastoral, Funeral, 
Doctrinal and Evangelistic outlines. 75c 
per copy. No stamps; send cash or money 
order. 


New Opportunity to give 
them a gospel witness by 
oom trained personal workers 


Rev. W. H. Compton, Delbarton, W. Va. 
also in the service. af 
THE LORD IS GREATLY 


N% ” Mer BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c fora sample and outline. 


BiG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


Remember to say you saw . 


it advertised in 
Baby Billboards 


BEEBE BP BEB BB? BP DPD I~ 


FREE CATALOG 


ees ip Hamer 5 Sunday School supplies, Bibles, 
hymns, choruses and the best in Christian books. We 
Sheed had 56 years’ experience in filling orders by 
mail from folk who don't live close to o Christian book- 
store. Satisfaction or your money cheerfully returned. 


MOODY PRESS BOOKSTORE. 217, WeUts streer 


» CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
vopl. useu - 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


SCRIPTURE NAPKINS 


Beautiful and inspiring for luncheons, 
socials, parties, etc. Lovely in ap- 
pearance, uplifting in thought. Pure 
white soft paper 13% in. sq. Over-all 
embossed linen design; 96 napkins to 
the box, 24 each of 4 devotional senti- 
ments. Practical, welcome gift. 


Only $1.00 a Box plus 10c postage 
Order TODAY—You’ll be delighted 


“JERR Y’S” 


Dept. N Carlock, Illinois 
Consistent 
“BABY BILLBOARD” 


advertisers 
get results! 


SACRED PIANO SOLOS 


“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
“Blessed Be tain”’ 


‘oun 

“Safe in the Arms of Jesus” 
Classical arrangements. Original introduc- 
tions. Rich harmonies. Brilliant cadenzas. 
Modulations. 
performances. Each 35c, ALL 
$1.00 postpaid. Order from 

GORDON E. HOOKE 


558 So. Hope Street Los ye 17, Calif. 


Chimes, suitable for radio 
THREE 


1 


NOS DANE 


WHERE TENS OF TTTTITTY 7 ane READERS FIND BIG sins 


ap 


Robert Ferguson 


We have been taking THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp for five years and 
would not be without it. We look 
forward to it each week for rich 
blessings. The ministry of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD is straight 
from the shoulder preaching of 
an eternal abode for God’s chil- 


‘idren and an eternal place of 


the unbeliever. 


Robert Ferguson 
Spokane, Wash. 


damnation for 


“One, Mr. Ben M—, who was|j 


on my prayer list, has given a 
wonderful testimony. He said he 
was so glad that God spared his 
life until he could be saved ...He 
never said it was through THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, but I believe 
it was the little booklet, ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?, that 
gave him his assurance and bold- 
ness to make his confession. 

“IT am so glad and I pray yet 
that the, through the fullness of 
the Spirit, may be a great soul 
winner for Christ of his own 
household. 


“T am truly thankful for THE 
SworD and all the Foundation 
literature, for it has been my in- 
spiration, light and guide to know 
I have been saved, how to seek 
the will of God, and to peace and 
understanding of a full conse- 
crated, soul-winning, sanctified, 
cleansed life. I know now for my- 
self and not for another, for I 
have believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


C— §. Y— 
Eldorado, Ill. 


“I enjoy THE SworD very much. 
We may not agree on all points of 
Scripture, but I have found that 
I have been blest in a greater 
measure and have the answer to 
prayer in a wonderful way from 
the time I obey.” 

A. M. Snyder 
Seattle, Wash. 


r LITTLE SPACE 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 
Ideal for Pastors and Personal Workers 
Send for Samples 


me tg TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 64, Marcus Heok, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of The Lord 


— 
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New PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

AS $52.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
waatieakie with automatic feed, adjustable 
tor size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $10.75. Extra quire of 
stencilg $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special prices 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. 
Chicago 36, Ill. GRovehil! 6-8100. 


5,000 $0515" WANTED 
7 WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Seripture mottoes, Scripture 


calendars, greeting cards. Good com- 
mission. Send for free catalog and price 
list. 


George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


Christian Agents Wanted 


1951 Christmas cards ready. Born again 
Christian concern wants reliable, sincere 
agents. Samples on approval. Send now, 


T. A. COWPERTHWAITE 


P. O. Box 42 
Haddonfield, N. J. 


ALL FOR $2.00 


21 Christmas Scripture Greetings; 14 All 
Occasion Cards and 14 Delightfully Differ. 
ent Floral, Die-cut, Folders from the rose 
to the violet-—a ” Garden of Glory.’”’ Send 
now for these quality assortments of 1951. 
All 3 boxes for $2.00. Big PROFITS fog 
Agents and Organizations. 


LANE GREETING CARDS 
Grantham, Pa. 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


“I just want to thank you for 
praying with me for my friends, 
Mrs. J. B. M— may be removed 
from the list. She came back to 
the Lord, and had the joy of her 
salvation restored during the evan. 


Grace Place; and I just praise the 
Lord for it. I cannot begin to tell 
you how happy I am to know [ 


you’ in His wonderful Name.” 
| Mis. ¥-— S$ 
Susanville, Calif, 


“I have planned on writing you 
for sometime, but couldn’t find 
time it seems. Some few months 
ago I sent you a list of several 
people for which I was subscribing 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp for them, 


| My brother Raymond P— was one 


of these people on this list. I am 
sending in a clipping that the cut 
out from THE SworD OF THE LORD 
after reading ‘Sheep and Shepherd, 
Sinner and Saviour’ by your bro- 
ther Bill,-and ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ by yourself. These 
two messages have brought him 
to our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” | 

V— P— 

Dallas, Tex, 


Ashland Ave., 


gelistic meetings of Lester and’ 


will be receiving THE SworD an-’ 
other year, so I’ll just say ‘thank- 
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